
Year 2 : Great Fire of London

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, 
people and places

2nd September 1666
The fire started in 
Thomas Farriner’s bakery 
on Pudding Lane
1666
Buildings in London were 
made of wood and straw 
and close together 
making it easy for the 
flames to spread.
Samuel Pepys
Wrote a diary which is 
how we know so much 
about the fire.
River Thames
A big river in London 
used to help escape the 
flames
4th September 1666
Houses were pulled down 
to stop the fire from 
spreading
6th September 
The fire was finally 
under control and put 
out.

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally 
or globally 

Interesting facts  -4th September St Pauls Cathedral was destroyed in the fire.



Glossary/Key Events

bakery A place that makes breads, cakes etc
diary A book that people write about their lives in

firebreak A gap that stops fire spreading to nearby buildings.

Where did the fire start? The fire started at Thomas Farriner’s bakery on pudding lane.

How did they fight the fire? Leather buckets were used and hooks were used to pull down the houses.

Why did the fire spread so 
quickly?

There had been a drought. People’s houses were made of wood and straw and the 
buildings were close together – there was no fire brigade .

How many people died? 6 people died in total.

What happened after the 
fire?

13,200 houses were destroyed, 70,000 people were made homeless. People had to 
live in tents.

Key people/
places 



History Year 2 – Great Fire of London 
National Curriculum Objectives: Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
 

•  

Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an 
awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge –
understanding past and 
present differences 

Lesson 2 
     Skill –develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge -know what a timeline is  

Lesson 3 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
 
       Knowledge – –to begin to know who 
Samuel Pepys was  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – understand why things were done 
the way they were 

Lesson 5 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge 
–  

Lesson 6 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge 
–  

WALT: understand 
differences between the 
past and present 
 
WILF: 
--say what the past is 
-begin to identify 
features of past and 
present 
 
Lesson: discuss what 
history is and why it is 
important 
 
children to look at 
pictures of London in the 
past and the present 
 
-ask children questions 
-what do they notice from 
the pictures? 
- how do we know it is a 
picture from the past or 
the present? 
-how and why do things 
change? 
 
 
Recording: cut the 
pictures and stick under 
heading of past/present 
 

WALT: understand the Great Fire of London 
timeline 
 
WILF: 
-say what the timeline is showing 
-begin to understand what happened and why 
 
 
Lesson: watch the video, listen to the recording 
part 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yslKve7TJxI 
discuss what the video showed 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-great-fire-of-london-
story/z4xx7nb 
-discuss what they have heard 
 
go through the timeline PPT -what is it showing 
(what happened in order) 
 
-discussing each event and how it contributed to 
the fire and it could have been avoided 
 
 
Recording: take 3 events from the PPT and 
draw in books and explain what is happening  

WALT: understand and explain who Samuel 
Pepys was 
 
WILF: 
--say who Samuel Pepys was 
-begin to understand why he was so 
important 
 
Lesson: discuss what they think makes a 
person important 
-can they think of anyone from the past 
who is important? 
 
-watch the video on Samuel Pepys 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ 
z7d7gwx/articles/zhgxcqt 
 
-what was he famous for? 
 
-what do children remember from the 
video? 
 
-children to recall his name, and what he 
did. 
-explain why this was important 
  
 
Recording: use the writing frame  (One 
Drive -autumn 2 history) to write about 
Samuel Pepys – children can use Ipads 
following teacher to find information on 
line. 

WALT: to think about how the fire ended 
 
WILF: 
-compare how the fire was put out then to now 
-understand there are more things to help put out 
fires now 
 
Lesson: listen to part 3 off BBC video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb 
 
-discuss how the fire was put out and why that was 
the best way to do it 
 
-watch the video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syWonYeJOQU 
discuss how fires are put out nowadays -how and 
why is it different to the past? 
 
Recording: together as a class produce a 
now and then chart – writing how fires 
were put out in the past and how they are 
put out now. 
 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yslKve7TJxI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-great-fire-of-london-story/z4xx7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syWonYeJOQU


  
 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books, fact files 
Key Vocabulary: bakery, fire, London, diary, water,  
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