
Year 6: Art and Design – Titanic 

Artists and Artisans – Ken 
Marschall

Ken Marschall is best known 
for bringing Titanic back to 
life with his many 
magnificent, haunting 
paintings of the liner. 

What should I already know?
How to use a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space

In Art and Design 
we study artists 
and use different 
medium to express 
our feelings and 
experiences.

To develop their techniques, including their control and their use 
of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials.

Styles and Periods – Architecture.
Construction of Titanic began on March 31, 1909 when designer Thomas Andrews laid the first keel plate 
in the Harland & Wolff Shipyards Belfast, Ireland. Constructing the Titanic would cost 8 employees their 
life working on such a mammoth and often dangerous construction site.

Techniques

Shading – Shading is a 
technique used to create 
an illusion of depth. 

Colour mixing – combining 
primary colours to create 
new secondary and/or 
tertiary colours

Brush strokes – control of a 
brush to make different 
types of mark

Designer- Thomas Andrews

He is best remembered for being 
the naval architect that was in 
charge of the plans for the ocean 
liner RMS Titanic, and was on 
board the ship during her maiden 
voyage. He perished along with 
more than 1500 others when the 
ship sank after hitting an iceberg,
and his body was never recovered.



Glossary

Architecture The art or practice of designing and constructing buildings and other physical structures.  
Thomss Andrews was a naval architect – he designed ships.

Perspective A way of painting or drawing that makes some objects appear closer than others using a vanishing 
point.

Colour mixing wheel The primary colours can be mixed to make secondary colours e.g. red and yellow make orange.  
Tertiary colours can be mixed from the secondary colours and a primary colour (or 3 primary 
colours) in different quantities/amounts

Key people and skills

Ken Marschall Thomas Andrews 
Vanishing point and 
perspective Develop your colour mixing 

skills using the colour 
wheel
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Subject  Previous Learning 

What do pupils 
already need to know 
or be able to do? 
(knowledge and skills) 

National curriculum objective(s) Potential 
misconceptions  

Subsequent learning  
 

Art  Develop ability to 
control paint and 
brush. Use thick & 
thin brushes 

To improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, including 
drawing and painting 

To learn about great artists in 
history.  

 

You can’t mix browns 
or greys.  

Further explore 
tint/tone shade- apply 
this in their 
paintings. Create a 
background using a 
colourwash 

 
Links with other curriculum areas  
 
 
 
 
 

Hook / cultural capital experience  Planned outcome  
What are the children working towards? 

Look at films and photographs of the Titanic  We are learning to improve our mastery of art and 
design techniques, including drawing and painting 
and about great artists, architects and designers 
in history. 



 Key 
knowledge 
or skill 

 
 
 

Teaching strategies & activities to break the learning down 
 

Lesson 1  
Skill: shading 
Knowledge: 
Shading is a 
technique used to 
create an illusion 
of depth. 

Lesson 2 
Skill:  observation 
Knowledge: 
Perspective is shown with 
lines that join a 
vanishing point 

Lesson 3  
Skill:  colour mixing 
Knowledge: 
Colour mixing- is when you 
mix colours to create 
different colours.  
We can mix secondary and 
tertiary colours, shades 
(with white) and tints (with 
black)  

Lesson 4 
Skill:. Brush strokes. 
Knowledge: 
Experience painting with 
different types of 
brush, developing brush 
control. 

Lesson 5 and 6 
Skill: observing, 
recreating.  
Knowledge: 
Tone refers to the 
lightness or 
darkness of a 
colour. 
Look at the work of 
Ken Marshall and 
his paintings of 
Titanic. 
 

Art & Design 
 
 
 
 
 

WALT: Improve 
shading skills. 
WILF: 
-use different 
pressure on 
pencil. 
-Create a 
gradient. 
-Make patterns. 
 

WALT: Sketch using 1-
point perspective. 
WILF 
-observe the main 
shapes and details in 
the picture 

WALT: mix secondary and 
tertiary colours, shades and 
tints. 
WILF: Explore what happens 
when secondary colours are 
mixed e.g. Mix brown paint 
by mixing red and green 
together. Create tints with 
paint by adding black. 
Create shades with paint by 
adding white. 
 

WALT: develop control 
of brush strokes 
WILF: make thick, thin, 
wavy lines with the 
brushes. 
 

WALT:  paint using 
different strokes 
and colour mixing. 
WILF: 
Different brush 
strokes, mixing 
colours accurately, 
show shade and t 
through colour and 
brush strokes. 

Use sketchbook 
to practice 
shading skills to 
show control of 
their pencil.  
Show grades of 
tone by altering 
pressure on the 
pencil, shade 
with the side of 
the pencil.  
‘Take a line for 
a walk’ and 
make a series of 
swirling lines 

Demonstrate how to 
show perspective using 
the vanishing point and 
straight lines. 
 
Children to practise 
sketching the Titanic 
using the vanishing 
point.  

Demonstrate and let children 
practise colour mixing with 
accuracy using a colour 
wheel and strips of paper to 
make graduated shades and 
tints.  
 
 
 

Demonstrate how to 
create different brush 
strokes using different 
brushes.   
 
Show how to control 
the amount of paint on 
a brush. 
 
Children to practise 
different brush strokes 
and mark making with 
them – can you make a 
long thin line, a short 

Look at the Titanic 
paintings created by 
Ken Marshall – what 
do we like about 
them? 
 
Children to paint 
their own version 
of Titanic using 
different brush 
strokes and colour 
mixing skills.  
 
Evaluate our 
paintings against 



 

that cross over.  
Inside the 
shapes that this 
forms experiment 
with mark 
making – how 
many different 
ways can you 
cover these 
shapes?  Dots, 
spirals, zigzag, 
lines, diagonal 
lines, criss cross 
lines, how 
lightly can you 
shade it, how 
dark can you 
shade it etc. 

fat line, a thin wavy 
line, etc.  
 

Ken Marshalls – who 
has created the best 
sense of 
perspective?  Who 
has mixed the most 
accurate colours?  
Who has used brush 
strokes well to show 
the metal and the 
texture of the 
water? 
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