
Year 1 : Mary Seacole

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, 
people and places

1805
Mary was born in 
Kingston, Jamaica to a 
Jamaican mother and 
Scottish father
1830
A law is passed giving 
free people like Mary 
equal rights to white 
people
1836
Mary married Edwin 
Seacole who was sick a 
lot so she spent a lot of 
time nursing him.
Age of 45
Mary’s remedies were 
very helpful with an 
outbreak of cholera
1854-56
Mary faced 
discrimination when she
tried to volunteer as a 
nurse in the Crimean War
1881
Mary died in London

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – study of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements

Interesting facts  - there is a statue of Mary Seacole outside St Thomas’ hospital in
London and is believed to be the first in the UK to honour a black woman.



Glossary/Key Events
Prejudice An opinion someone already has which is not based on reason or actual experience
Crimean War A war fought between 1853-1856 with Britain France and Turkey on one side and 

Russia on the other
Soldier Someone who fights as part of the military.

Who was Mary Seacole? She was a black woman who faced unfairness when she tried to volunteer as a 
nurse during the Crimean War.

Where was she born? Mary was born in Kingston Jamaica – her mother was Jamaican and her father 
was a Scottish soldier

What was she well known 
for?

She was famous for her medical work in the Crimean war and for combatting 
against people who did not like her because of the colour of her skin.

What was one of her 
greatest achievements?

She is best remembered as the nurse who set up a ‘British Hotel’ all by herself 
during the Crimean War to help sick and wounded soldiers.

What did soldiers call her? She was so caring that she became known as ‘Mother Seacole’ amongst the soldiers.

Key people 
Mary Seacole Florence Nightingale
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