
Geography  
National Curriculum Objectives: 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols 
and keys to build their knowledge of the UK. 

•  Name and locate countries and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristic, key topographical features and 
land use patterns and understand how some of these aspects have changed 
over time.  

• Use field work to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies 

Prior Objectives:  
• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols 

and keys to build their knowledge of the UK. 
 

Lesson 1/2 
     Skill – Name and locate 
 
     Knowledge – Human and 
physical geography at the coast. 

Lesson 3 
     Skill - 
 
     Knowledge –. 

Lesson 4 
     Skill –  Use 
 
       Knowledge –How to read grid 
references 

Lesson 5 
     Skill – Produce 
 
     Knowledge –  

    

WALT: Name and locate 
some coastlines in the UK 
and their human and physical 
features.  
 
WILF: 
Name and show some coastlines 
in the UK.  
List the human geography.  
List the physical geography.  
What do you like about it? 
 
Lesson:  
Explore the UK coastline?  
What makes a good coast?  
Do you like cliffs? Bird 
reserves? Lighthouses?  
Children to identify some 
coast lines and list what is 
there. Children to recap 
compass directions to help 
explain the location of the 
place. This lesson this to 
immerse them in the 

WALT: Create our own 
coastline sketch map.  
 
WILF: 
What human geography? 
What physical geography?  
Create a key. 
 
Lesson:  
Using the knowledge from 
last lesson children are going 
to design their own map of a 
coast line. How are you going 
to show the cliffs? Get the 
children to use symbols to 
make a key to show what is 
found on their sketch map.  
This can be demonstrated to 
the children prior.  
Each child is to create their 
own sketch map.  
.   
 
Recording: 

WALT: Use grid references 
and compass directions 
 
WILF: 
Direct someone around your 
coast.  
Create a walking route.  
Use compass and grid 
references.  
 
Lesson:  
Overlay the children’s maps 
with a grid with the grid 
references in the corner.  
Recap how to read grid 
references to find different 
positions on the map.  
Demonstrate how to create a 
route.  
Start at position ……. And 
head NE to position….  
Children will be creating a 
walk on there coastline.  
.   
 

WALT: Use technology to 
create our own online map.  
 
WILF:  
Use digimaps.  
Create your map.  
Add a key. 
 
Lesson: The children will 
now be working on making 
their map digital.  
They have done a sketch 
version and now they wll 
use digimaps to bring it to 
life. By using the software 
children can make their own 
marking and route online 
using the correct grid 
references and compass 
directions.  
Records: Online map.  

  



different things you can find 
around the UK coast.  
.   
 
Recording: 
Use a map of the UK to 
highlight areas and explain 
what is found there.  
 

Create a sketch map of a 
coast. 

Recording: 
Create a route of their 
coast. 

Assessment:  
Key Vocabulary: Compass, grid reference, symbol, observe, measure, record, present, coast, cliff, rocks, erosion, sea, lighthouse 
 

 



Year 6: Coastlines

Powerful knowledge

Significant 
information:

A grid of squares helps the 
map-reader to locate a 

place. The vertical lines are 
called eastings. They are 
numbered - the numbers 
increase to the east. The 

horizontal lines are 
called northings as the 
numbers increase in an 

northerly direction.

Always start along the 
bottom and then up, ‘Along 

the bottom and up the 
stairs’

What should I already know?
Geography– the study of 

the physical features of the 
Earth and human impact on 
the environment. 

N/C –Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure 
grid references, symbols and keys to build their knowledge of 
the UK.

Interesting facts: In the UK no one lives more than 80 miles (130 km) from the seashore.
Britain has some of the most important sea bird colonies in the world – 80% of the world's gannets breed around the British coast. 
The UK coastline is one of the longest in Europe.



Glossary/Key Events
Compass Shows the direction of an object or place, N,NE,E,SE,S,SW,W,NW.
Grid Reference a map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and horizontal grid 

lines identified by numbers or letters.
Symbols a mark or character used as a conventional representation of an object,
Observe notice or perceive (something) and register it as being significant.
Measure ascertain the size, amount, or degree of (something) by using an instrument or device 

marked in standard units.
Record a thing constituting a piece of evidence about the past, especially an account kept in 

writing or some other permanent form.
Present existing or occurring now
Coast he part of the land adjoining or near the sea.
Cliff a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea.
Rocks the solid mineral material forming part of the surface of the earth and other similar 

planets, exposed on the surface or underlying the soil.
Erosion the process of eroding or being eroded by wind, water, or other natural agents.
Sea the expanse of salt water that covers most of the earth's surface and surrounds its land 

masses.
Lighthouse a tower or other structure containing a beacon light to warn or guide ships at sea.
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