
Year 3 : Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, 
people and places

October 31st 1451
Christopher Columbus 
was born.
1476
Took his first voyage 
into the Atlantic Ocean
August 1492
Columbus set out to find 
Asia. Instead he landed 
on an island in the 
Bahamas.
August 5th 1930
Neil Armstrong was born
July 20th 1969
First human to walk on 
the moon during the 
NASA Apollo mission 11 
Famous quote
“That’s one small step for 
man, one giant leap for 
mankind”
August 25th 2012
Armstrong died after an 
operation – he was 82 
years old

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – significant individuals who have contributed to national and 
international achievements –Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong

Interesting facts  - both men were welcomed as hero’s when they returned from
their voyages



Glossary/Key Events
Voyage A journey – usually by sea.
comparing When comparing people it means looking at what is the same and what is different 

about them.
Explorers Make journeys into the unknown and make records of their travels

What happened on Christopher 
Columbus first voyage?

It nearly ended in disaster as his ship was attacked and set on fire by pirates.

What did he become famous 
for?

He became famous for finding new lands called ‘The Americas’ but actually a lot 
of people already lived there.
Women were not allowed to go to university or to vote in the Elections – they 
weren’t treated equal to men.

When did Neil become 
interested in flying?

From the age of six after flying in a small plane with his dad Neil became 
interested in flying and from this point became determined to become a pilot.

What was similar about both 
men?

They were both explorers

Key people 



History Year 3 – Christopher Columbus/Neil Armstrong 
National Curriculum Objectives: study of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements 
 

•  

Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing 
of time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge –to begin to 
understand who Neil Armstrong was 

Lesson 2 
     Skill –develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge – begins to understand who 
Christopher Columbus was  

Lesson 3 
     Skill – make comparisons 
 
       Knowledge – identify similarities and 
differences between NA and CC  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – to know what 
advancements have been made in the 
fields the men were in 

Lesson 5 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

Lesson 6 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

WALT: understand and explain who 
Neil Armstrong was 
 
WILF: 
--say who Neil Armstrong was 
-begin to understand what he is 
famous for 
 
 
Lesson: children to go through PPT  
and video and discuss what has been 
learnt 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topi
cs/zhpchbk/articles/z4w3mfr 
-discuss what he was famous for and 
what is remembered from the PPT 
and video 
 
-children to recall main points about 
him and discuss if what he managed 
to achieve was an beginning to space 
voyages 
 
-discuss – do the children think what 
he did was important? 
 
 
Recording: Ch to produce a poster 
on Neil Armstrong and his life and 
achievements – use iPad to look up 
information too 

WALT: understand and explain who 
Christopher Columbus was 
 
WILF: 
-say who Christopher Columbus was 
-begin to understand what he is famous 
for 
 
 
Lesson: go through CC PPT and video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchb
k/articles/znchkmn and discuss what has been 
learnt 
 
-what was he famous for? 
 
-what do children remember from the 
PPT? 
 
-children to recall his name, where and 
when  he was born  
 
-significance of his discoveries 
 
-discuss if his discoveries have had a 
lasting impact 
 
Recording: children to produce a poster 
on CC – Use iPad to look up information 
too 

WALT: to compare similarities and 
differences between NA and CC 
 
WILF: 
--compare the lives of NA and CC 
-produce a comparison fact file 
 
Lesson: recap who NA and CC were – go 
through PPTs 
 
-discuss the similarities and differences 
noticed 
 
-discuss main highlights of both men’s lives 
 
-make bullet points together 
  
 
Recording: together as a class produce 
a comparison fact file using the PPTs 
on both of them and check answers. 
 
 
 

WALT: to think about how things 
have moved on in the fields the men 
were in 
 
WILF: 
-how space travel has advanced 
-what advancements have been made 
in discoveries since CC 
 
 
Lesson: Recap who CC and NA were 
 
-discuss if things have stayed the 
same in the fields the men were in  
 
-children in pairs use iPad to find out 
how things have moved on 
 
-share what has been found out with 
the whole class 
 
-make bullet points together 
 
Recording: half class make a 
poster on advancements in 
space travel and half class on 
some discoveries made after 
CC discoveries  

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books, fact files 
Key Vocabulary: voyage, ship, discoveries, astronaut, spacecraft, mission, earth, moon 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn
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