
Year 5 : Early Islamic Civilisation

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, people 
and places

AD 780-850
Abu Abdullah Muhammad 
ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi
‘Father of Algebra’
Introduced Arabic numbers 
and the concept of ‘zero’

AD 854-925
Muhammad ibn Zakariya
al-Razi
Treatment of smallpox and 
measles
Study of eyes
Recognised the importance 
of doctor/patient 
relationships

AD 936-1013
Abu al-Qasim Khalaf ibn 
al-Abbas al Zahrawi
New surgical techniques eg
cauterisation and new 
surgical tools, eg forceps

AD 965-1040
Proved light travels in a 
straight lines and invented 
the first camera

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – pupils should be taught about a Non-European society that 
provides contrast with British Society – Early Islamic civilisation 

Interesting fact  - advanced mathematics used Arabic numbers
and the concept of ‘zero’



Glossary/Key Events
Islam A religion in which the Prophet Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
caliph Leader of a political-religious form of government of a Muslim community.

Has to be a Muslim, male, fair, just and law-abiding.

Silk Road A network of trade routes linking China to the Middle East and Europe, first used 
to carry Chinese silk

What happened after Prophet 
Muhammad died?

Muslims struggled to agree who should be the next Caliph.  The first 4 appointed 
after this time represented an age of ‘pure Islam’

Why was Baghdad known as 
the learning and cultural 
capital of the world?

It was the new capital of the Islamic empire built on the river Tigris and close to 
established trade routes, such as the Silk Road and became known as the cultural 
capital.

When was the House of 
Wisdom built?

It was built in AD 830 in Baghdad.

Whose book was used from
AD 1000 for another 500 
years?

Al-Zahrawi finished his medical book Al Tasrif and it was used by doctors for 
another 500 years.

What happened in the Siege 
of Baghdad?

Mongols from Asia attacked Islamic lands, destroying the House of Wisdom and 
burning Baghdad. They threw millions of books into the river. The city never 
recovered its former glory, but the ideas lived on.

Key people 



History Year 5 – Early Islamic Civilisation 
National Curriculum Objectives: study of a non-European society that provides contrast with British society 
 

•  

Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing 
of time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge –to begin to 
understand how a different 
civilisation works 

Lesson 2 
     Skill –make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – know why places were 
important  

Lesson 3 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
       Knowledge – know why places were 
important  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of how the past is in 
the present 
 
     Knowledge – to know that the 
impact from the past is in the 
present 

Lesson 5 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

Lesson 6 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

WALT: get a basic understanding 
of the Islamic Civilisation 
 
WILF: 
-recognise some features of the IC 
-use the video to make comparisons 
 
 
Lesson: children to watch video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/history-ks2-baghdad-in-
900ad/zjfxpg8 
 
-discuss what has been learnt and 
what is the same or different to 
nowadays 
 
Recording: together write the main 
points picked up from the video 
 
 

WALT: to know why Bhagdad was so 
important in the IC and make comparisons 
 
WILF: 
-to start to recognise why Bhagdad was so 
important 
-make comparisons between Bhagdad and 
own town 
 
Lesson: go through  PPT and discuss what has 
been learnt 
 
-discuss features of Bhagdad after each slide and 
compare to own area 
 
Recording: split page in book in half 
vertically and write Bhagdad on one half 
and own town on other – write features 
of Bhagdad and compare to own town 

WALT: to understand the significance of 
the House of Wisdom 
 
WILF: 
--say why the House of Wisdom was 
important 
-understand what has been passed on from 
the scholars at the time 
 
Lesson: go through the PPT one slide at a 
time discussing the key words or any not 
understood 
 
-what does the House of Wisdom remind 
the children of? (library)  
-discuss the importance of the H of W and 
why places like this in history are important 
- use Ipads to reseaarch 
 
Recording: devise a poster describing 
the H of W, why it was important 
and its historical impact 
 
 

WALT: to know how the prophet 
Muhammed(PBUH) formed Islam 
 
WILF: 
-be able to use Ipads to  research  
-to explain how Islam was formed 
-make comparison 
 
Lesson: got through the PPT 
discussing the information on each 
slide 
 
- children to write key words as they  
go through slides  
 
-recap how the prophet founded 
Islam and think about how things are 
resolved in present times 
 
Recording: in pairs use Ipads 
to find information on Sunni or 
Shia muslims and share with 
the class 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books, fact files 
Key Vocabulary: Bhagdad, civilisation, Islam, Quran,  
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