
Curriculum map – places 
 

 Focus  
 
Key Texts 

Language  Writing 
focus  

Hook  Science  Geography 
 
History  

Art 
 
D&T 

Year 1 In the woods 
 
Gruffalo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodland animal names, 
carnivore, herbivore, omnivore  
 
Physical features:  trees, wood, 
forest, hill, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season, weather  
Human features:  city, town, 
village, house, office, shop 
 
Artist, same, different, style   

 Sherwood 
Forest  

Animals  
Identify and name a variety of 
common animals  
Identify and name a variety of 
common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores 
Describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of common 
animals 
Woodland animals  
 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features & human 
features  
Sherwood Forest  
 
 

Taught about the work of a 
range of artists, describing 
the differences and 
similarities between 
different practices and 
disciplines and making 
links to their own work  
Andy Goldsworthy 
 

Year 2 Seaside 
 
At the beach 
 
Billy’s bucket  
 
The lucky dip 
(You tube 
video) 
 
 
 

Living, dead, alive, habitat, 
micro habitat, non living, 
herbivore, omnivore, carnivore, 
pollution. 
 
Physical features:  beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season, weather 
Human features:  city, town, 
village, factory, farm house, 
office, port, harbour, shop  
 
Change, time, past, present, 
future  
 
Colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, detail, effect, shade  

Character 
descriptions 
 
Narrative 

Ice cream van  
 
Visit to 
Cleethorpes  
 
Rock pool 
small world  

Living things and their habitats 
Explore and compare the 
differences between things that 
are living, dead and things that 
have never been alive 
Identify that most living things 
live in habitats to which they are 
suited and describe how 
different  habitats provide for 
the basic needs of different kinds 
of animals and plants and how 
they depend on each other 
Identify and name a variety of 
plants and animals in their 
habitats  
Describe how animals obtain 
their food from plants and other 
animals using the idea of a 
simple food chair and identify 
and name different sources of 
food  

Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the UK and a small 
area in a contrasting non-
European country 
Cleethorpes & Oasis 
Mozambique  
 
Taught about changes in living 
memory 
Seaside in the past  

To develop a wide range of 
art and design techniques 
in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form 
and space 
Sea shell sketching 
 
Taught about the work of a 
range of artists, describing 
the differences and 
similarities between 
different practices and 
disciplines and making 
links to their own work  
Hokusai wave 



Shells – alive, dead, never alive  
Coastal animals and plants  
Impact of pollution on the sea  

Year 3 Caves 
 
Stone age boy  
 
 
 
 

Minerals, rock, soil, fossil, 
properties, organic, matter, 
permeable, same, different 
 
Natural resource, distribution, 
mineral  
 
Colour, pattern, detail, effect, 
shade 

 Visit to 
Cresswell 
Craggs  
 
Cave art, 
making 
colours from 
different 
things eg, 
purple 
cabbage  

Rocks  
Compare and group together 
different kinds of rocks on the 
basis of their appearance and 
simple physical properties  
Describe in simple terms how 
fossils are formed when things 
that have lived are trapped 
within rock 
Recognise that soils are made 
from rocks and organic matter  
Rock detectives  
Fossil sandwiches 
Mary Anning  

Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography 
including the distribution of 
natural resources including 
minerals  
Cresswell Crags 
 
Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age  
 
 
 

To improve their mastery 
of art and design 
techniques including 
drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of 
materials  
Observational rocks  
pastels 
 
Taught about great artists 
in history 
Cave art  

Year 4 Slovakia 
 
Petr Horacek 
books  
 
 
 
 

Vibrate, pitch, volume, source, 
distance, ear, wave, distance  
 
Characteristics, country, city, 
same, different, region, rural, 
village, town, climate, river, 
settlement, land use, economic 
activity, trade links, natural 
resources  
 
Cook, technique, prepare, 
savoury, sweet, recipe  
 
 

 Disco  
 
Dance or 
music 
performance  

Sound 
Identify how sounds are made, 
associating some of them with 
something vibrating 
Recognise vibrations from 
sounds travel through a medium 
to the ear 
Find patterns between the pitch 
of a sound and features of the 
object that produced it 
Find patterns between the 
volume of a sound and the 
strength of the vibrations that 
produced it 
Recognise that sounds get fainter 
as the distance from the sound 
source increases  
STEM – listen up  
String telephones   

Locate the world’s countries 
using maps to focus on Europe  
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of 
methods including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs and digital 
technologies  
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the UK and a region in a 
European country  
Page Hall & Slovakia 

Taught about great artists 
in history 
Slovakian artists 
 
Prepare and cook a variety 
of predominantly savoury 
dishes using a range of 
cooking techniques  
Making traditional 
Slovakian dishes  



Year 5 Space 
 
The way back 
home 
 
Alien’s love 
underpants  
 
 
 
 

Rotation, Earth, Sun, Moon, 
planet, solar system, 
movement, spherical, rotation 
 
Idea, develop, discuss, present, 
sketch, diagram, model, 
prototype, test, measure, 
accurate  
 
 
 
 

Biography Wonderdome  
 
Design and 
make bottle 
rockets   

Earth and Space 
Describe the movement of the 
Earth, and other planets, relative 
to the Sun in the solar system 
Describe the movement of the 
Moon relative to the Earth 
Describe the Sun, Earth and 
Moon as approximately spherical 
bodies  
Use the idea of the Earth’s 
rotation to explain day and night 
and the apparent movement of 
the sun across the sky 
STEM space  
Helen Sharman 

 
 

Taught about great artists 
in history 
Peter Thorpe 
 
Generate, develop, model 
and communicate their 
ideas through discussion, 
annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded 
diagrams, prototypes 
pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design 
Select from and use a 
wider range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks accurately 
Making sundials  

Year 6 Coastlines 
 
The 
lighthouse 
keeper’s lunch   

Extreme environment, beaks, 
gills, fossil, inhabit, identical, 
adaptation, habitat, 
characteristics, micro-
organism, classify 
 
Reflect, travel, source, shadow 
 
Compass, grid reference, 
symbol, observe, measure, 
record, present, coast, cliff, 
rocks, erosion, sea, lighthouse 
 
Function, appeal, decorative, 
aim, material, join, stitch  
 

Poetry- 
Seabird 
 
Narrative  

Visit the 
coast  
 
Julia 
Crossland 
artist visit to 
school  

Evolution  
Recognise that living things have 
changed over time and that 
fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the 
Earth millions of years ago 
Recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same 
kind, but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to their 
parents 
Identify how animals and plants 
are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways 
and that adaptation may lead to 
evolution  
Coastlines, coastal animals  
 
Light 
Recognise that light appears to 
travel in straight lines 

Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six figure grid 
references , symbols and keys to 
build their knowledge of the UK 
Name and locate countries and 
cities of the UK, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristic, key topographical 
features and land use patterns 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed 
over time  
Use field work to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of 
methods including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs and digital 
technologies  
Coastal area study  

Use research and develop 
design criteria to inform 
the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing 
products that are fit for 
purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or 
groups 
Select from and use a 
wider range of materials 
and components, - textile 
according to their 
functional properties and 
aesthetic qualities  
Design and make a beach 
bag 



Use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they 
give out light or reflect light into 
the eye  
Explain that we see things 
because light travels from light 
sources to our eyes or from light 
sources to objects and then to 
our eyes 
Use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape as 
the objects that cast them  
Light houses 

 


