
Oasis Academy Fir Vale
Approach to the Curriculum



• To match our unique context, we have designed a bespoke curriculum based on the 
National Curriculum.  

• Our curriculum has real life experiences, language development and social and 
emotional development at its heart. 

• It is ambitious as it aims to address social disadvantage by raising aspirations and 
removing barriers to learning in terms of language, experience and school readiness.

This is achieved through:
1. Trauma informed approach focused on well being, safeguarding early help and school 

readiness
2. Character development including explicit teaching of social skills and emotional regulation 

strategies 
3. Learning skills & cultural capital including explicit teaching of lifelong learning skills and 

opportunities to try new things, widen experiences and raise aspirations
4. Learning and teaching focused on high expectations, language, phonics and reading designed 

with education specialists underpinned by education theory
5. Needs led intervention including challenge, push on, focused intervention and intensive 

support

Intent



Our approach
Intervention

EAL, SEND & Recovery

Learning and teaching
OAFV pedagogical approaches

Learning skills
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Character development and Oasis 9 habits
Emotional regulation
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Trauma informed approach
We know that trauma halts the capacity to learn.  No new 
learning can take place if children are hyper aroused or hyper 
inhibited, the optimal zone is ‘social engagement’.     

Multiple adverse childhood experiences disrupt neural 
development and impair social, emotional and cognitive 
development.  

Neural pathways are needed for empathy, reflection and the 
ability to concentrate and learn.

At Oasis Academy Fir Vale 
 We provide a safe space for children to be and to learn 
 We build positive relationships with children and families 
 We work to understand what each individual child has experienced 
 We use calm and consistent strategies to manage behaviour 
 We explicitly teach children social skills and emotional regulation 

strategies
 We include circle check in and reflections in our daily routines

Using the Maslow hierarchy of need children will not be 
able to fully focus on learning if basic needs 
(physiological), safety needs (physical and emotional) 
and social needs (including belonging) are not met.  It is 
at the esteem level that children are most receptive to 
learning as they want to achieve a good level of self 
esteem through recognition and achievement. In the 
final level, children will look for ways to fulfil their 
potential.  



School ready expectations
Expectations are set out visually to 
support families on induction and as 
frequent reminders throughout the 
year.

Every morning in school healthy bagels 
(low sugar, salt and fat) are prepared 
for all the children in school.  This 
helps children to concentrate. 

We deliver parental support to help 
children and their parents prepare for 
entry into school.



Character Development

We teach character development through 
the Oasis 9 habits so children are given the 
tools to make an active contribution to our 
diverse society. 

We want children to develop their character and 
essential life skills.   We provide a safe and calm 
environment to support wellbeing.  We support 
children to develop resilience so they learn to 
manage everyday stress effectively. 
We teach children social skills, emotional 
regulation strategies and mindfulness/relaxation 
techniques to develop children’s social and 
emotional skills.



Learning skills and cultural capital 
We provide opportunities to try new things to 
raise aspirations.

To promote an appreciation of creativity and 
achievement we plan and deliver additional themed 
weeks throughout the year. 

We teach children learning dispositions so 
they can progress well from their starting 
point and take advantage of future 
opportunities.



British Values
The Oasis 9 habits underpin everything we do.  They help children learn about self esteem, respect, empathy, tolerance and so promote fundamental British Values.  They give children tools to make an active 
contribution to diverse society.  In addition we hold whole school events linked to this; St George’s Day, Roma Day, Children in Need.  Promotion of British values helps children build resilience to radicalisation and 
enables them to challenge extremist views.  
We actively promote the fundamental British values:
•Democracy: Respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic process
•Rule of Law: Respect for the basis on which the law is made and applies in England
•Individual Liberty:  Support for equality of opportunity for all and support and respect for the liberties of all within the law
•Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs: Respect for, and tolerance of, different faiths and religious and other beliefs  

Democracy 
Implementation:
•Academy pupil parliament:  Children vote to select representatives from their class, who then take ideas to the council and 
help make school wide decisions.
•Debates:  Children take part in discussions in lessons and are supported to prepare balanced arguments and learn about 
making informed choices.
•Major Events:  Children learn about current UK or world events in class assemblies.
•EAL Support:  Children with limited language acquisition are supported to participate.
•Educational Visits: Y6 visit the Houses of Parliament.
Impact: 
⇒Children have a voice.
⇒Children develop an understanding of the democratic process—making changes.
⇒Children learn to listen to and respect different opinions.  

Individual Liberty
Implementation:
•Rights:  Children learn about the school rights and Unicef rights in assemblies.
•Anti-Bullying:  Circle time and PHSE sessions focus on this regularly.  Children also take part in anti-bullying week each year.
•Stereotyping:  These are challenged by all staff day to day in an on-going way through PSHE lessons.
•Self Confidence and self esteem:  Praise is used effectively to support children’s self esteem and confidence to have a go 
and keep on trying. The pastoral team also deliver a range of interventions.   
•Values:  Children learn about the Oasis 9 habits through assemblies and PSHE work.
Impact: 
⇒Children develop self confidence, self esteem and social skills.
⇒Children learn that everyone has rights.  
⇒Children develop personal values to make a positive contribution to modern society. 
⇒Children learn to challenge stereotypes and understand they choose and can change their values.

Rule of Law
Implementation:
•Academy ‘rules’ and rewards:  Children know and understand them, they are simple, clear and fair. Children are 
taught to understand they are responsible for their behaviour through the language of choice and that actions have 
consequences. 
•Crucial Crew & school visitors:  The Police regularly visit school to talk to classes.  Year 6 children attend crucial crew 
where UK law is explained through first hand scenarios.
•Safety:  Children are taught how to keep themselves safe through assemblies, PSHE sessions and visitors to school.   
•Sporting Events:  Children participate in games and sports where there are clear rules.   
Impact: 
⇒Children take responsibility for their behaviour choices.
⇒Children know that actions have consequences.
⇒Children know how to keep themselves safe.
⇒Children learn how rules and laws can help keep us safe 

Mutual Respect & Tolerance 
Implementation:
•Places of Worship:  Children learn about places of worship through the RE Agreed Syllabus.  
•Values:  Children learn about the Oasis 9 habits through assemblies and PSHE work.
•Difference:  Children explore, value and celebrate difference through PSHE sessions, RE sessions and circles times.  
•Seasonal:  Seasonal events are celebrated in the Academy Chinese New Year, Roma Day, Eid, Christmas.  
Impact: 
⇒Children learn about their own beliefs and the beliefs of others.
⇒Children learn to respect people with different beliefs to their own.
⇒Children learn that they can expect others to respect their beliefs.



Spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted through the school aims, the three school rights which are the right to respect, the right to be safe and the right to learn, the 9 habits and the Oasis Fir Vale 
experience trail. 
Spiritual: This includes exploring beliefs and experiences, respecting faiths, feelings and values, enjoying learning about oneself, others and the surrounding world, being able to reflect, and using imagination and 
creativity
•Moral: This includes recognising right and wrong, respecting the law, understanding consequences, investigating moral and ethical issues, offering reasoned views and having an appreciation of British values. 
•Social:  This includes investigating moral issues, appreciating diverse viewpoints, participating, volunteering and cooperating, resolving conflict and engaging with the fundamental values of British democracy.
•Cultural: This includes appreciating cultural influences, appreciating the role of Britain’s parliamentary system, participating in culture opportunities and understanding, accepting, respecting and celebrating diversity.

Spiritual
Implementation:
•Collective worship is provided through daily class reflection time, use of Picture news resources, and the Friday celebration 
assembly 
•RE lessons provide an opportunity for children to learn about and discuss beliefs and religion   
•Children have opportunities to learn about religious events and celebrations – Ramadan & Eid, Christmas 
•Children take part in national reflection events – Remembrance day, National reflection day
•Children take part in activities where they can use their imagination and learn to infer – once upon a picture 

Impact: 
⇒Children can talk about different religions
⇒Children know how to treat people who have different values and beliefs with respect 
⇒Children learn how to think deeply and ask questions 
⇒Children develop their imagination and creativity 

Moral
Implementation:
•PSHE and RSE scheme of work 
•Oasis 9 habits, character development and think for the future interventions 
•Additional experiences throughout the year – Fairtrade fortnight, Earth day, environment week, Black history month 
•Police visits to school
•Visits to crucial crew 

Impact: 
⇒Children learn that everyone has rights.  
⇒Children develop personal values to make a positive contribution to modern society. 
⇒Children learn to challenge stereotypes and understand they choose and can change their values.

Social
Implementation:
•Academy ‘rules’ and rewards:  Children know and understand them, they are simple, clear and fair. Children are 
taught to understand they are responsible for their behaviour through the language of choice and that actions have 
consequences. 
•Through the zones of regulation children learn how their behaviour choices impact on other people and how 
communication, feelings and behaviour are linked.
•Children’s choice opportunities to work with children from different year groups  
•PSHE scheme of work and circle time
•Shine transition project Fir Vale School mentoring project 

Impact: 
⇒Children take responsibility for their behaviour choices and know that actions have consequences 
⇒Children understand how to behave in school and society in a socially acceptable way
⇒Children know how to regulate their emotions and how to resolve conflict 
⇒Children can listen to others and respect different points of view 

Cultural 
Implementation:
•RE & PSHE & music schemes of work 
•Children learn about celebrations throughout the year – St Mikulas Day, Chinese New Year, Roma Day 
•Children explore, value and celebrate difference through PSHE sessions, RE sessions and circles times.  
•Topics include opportunities to learn about other countries and cultures
•The work of the school parliament, parliament week and links to local MPs 
•Page Hall festival & Oasis talent show 

Impact: 
⇒Children can talk about their own beliefs and the beliefs of others
⇒Children know how to treat others with respect and celebrate diversity 



Enrichment 

Young Interpreters
This involves training children to act as mentors for their peers 
who are learning English as an additional language.

Well being Champions
Their role is to promote positive mental health.

Peer Mediators and Play Leaders
Their role is to help children develop the skills to handle 
conflict well. 

Anti-bullying Ambassadors
Their role is to give inspiration to others, promote anti-bullying 
initiatives and carry out practical ideas to prevent bullying and 
ensure everyone feels safe and happy in the academy.

Children develop leadership skills by 
applying to take on different roles in school.   

Children also have opportunity to lead 
the curriculum and take part in clubs 
during the school day both at lunch time 
and in children’s choice. 

We also provide a range of before and 
after school activities throughout the 
school year.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before 
school

Family 
breakfast 

Games 

Family 
breakfast
Stories, 

phonics & 
reading

Family 
breakfast 

Maths 

Family 
breakfast 
Music and 

singing 

Family 
breakfast

Ipad games

After school Music & 
dance

Reading Sports Homework

D&T projects STEM 
science

Arts and 
crafts



Safeguarding in the Curriculum
To supplement our Personal, Social and Health 
Education and Relationships and Sex Education 
scheme of work we provide extra opportunities for 
children to learn how to keep themselves safe and 
healthy.

This includes visits from organisations such as 
Childline or the Police and visits to places such as 
Crucial Crew.  

Children also learn how to stay safe 
through a range of other subjects including 
science, design and technology, art, 
computing and physical education. 

Physical education and science lessons are 
also used to teach children about healthy 
lifestyles. 

Term Aspect

Autumn 1 Fire safety and dark nights

Autumn 2 Anti-bullying 

Spring 1 Online safety and Stop the Traffik

Spring 2 Healthy lifestyles 

Summer 1 Stranger awareness

Summer 2 Water, sun and cycle safety



Protected characteristics in the 
Curriculum

To supplement our Personal, Social and Health 
Education scheme of work we provide extra 
opportunities for children to learn about respect, 
rights, equality and the protected characteristics.

Term Aspect

Autumn 1 Race

Autumn 2 Age

Spring 1 Disability

Spring 2 Gender 

Summer 1 Religion or belief

Summer 2 Pride

Children also learn about inclusion and 
equality through a range of national events 
such as a focus on Black History month, 
Roma Day and International Women’s Day.  



Pedagogical approach

Our approach to learning and teaching is rooted in 
the principals of metacognition and Rosenshine’s
principles of instruction.  

The majority of our children are new to English so 
we provide a real life experience at the start of a 
topic to engage interest and provide vocabulary in 
context.

Practical experiences help learning begin to stick 
by building neural pathways and schema in the 
long term memory.     

We use initial assessments to group children 
according to their stage of development.  



Our Curriculum
Our curriculum has been carefully designed 
for our context. It is based on the early 
language semantic categories with 
vocabulary at the centre.  We use a topic 
approach under 6 ‘umbrella’ headings; 
people, structures, science, food, animals 
and places.  

We have carefully selected the most useful 
language, knowledge and skills for each year 
group in relevant subjects. Medium term 
planning sets out the objectives that will be 
covered in each topic and how learning 
builds on what has been taught before.  

Structuring learning under the topic headings 
mitigates the impact of mobility as planning 
includes prior and subsequent learning.  
Revisiting ensures children build knowledge 
and skills towards clearly defined end points 
taken from the National Curriculum.



Sequencing
Our curriculum is sequenced through cohesive 
topics to ensure language development in English 
supports children to make meaningful connections 
in English, science, history, geography, art & design 
and design and technology.   
Revisiting and repetition is used to reduce the 
impact of mobility. 

The first topics each year are fact based. Children are taught 
key vocabulary and skills that they can use and apply as the 
year progresses.   For example in science in Year 1 Autumn 1 
children learn about the human body, naming body parts 
and learning about the senses.  In Summer 1 children 
progress to be able to name common animals, describe and 
compare their structures and learn how animals change 
over time through hatching chicks.  
In history in Year 2 Autumn 2 children learn about the great 
fire of London as a nationally significant event beyond living 
memory.  In Spring 2 children progress to look at the lives of 
significant individuals in the past with a focus on Florence 
Nightingale.    

Subject specific learning challenge planners are used to set out National 
Curriculum objectives, prior and subsequent learning and potential 
misconceptions. Plans include the incremental sequence of learning and how 
it will be broken down.  
Plans are carefully sequenced across different year groups so that learning 
builds on what children already know and can do.   



Short term topic planning 
Subject specific knowledge organisers are used to 
set out the key vocabulary and knowledge children 
will focus on for each topic in each subject. 

Knowledge organisers are used to help children 
reflect on their learning to support them to know 
and remember more.

Learning challenge planners and knowledge 
organisers set out the end points of what children 
should know and be able to do for each topic.  

Outcomes and progression in terms of children 
doing, knowing, remembering more are evidenced 
and celebrated in topic floor books and displays.  



Parent Partnerships
Parent Voice 
Parents are encouraged to share their views, concerns and ideas.  Key staff are available on the gate at the start and 
end of every day, or parents can visit the school office to make an appointment at a convenient time.  Parents are 
encouraged to use parent view when they visit school events such as parent consultations.  We have multi-lingual staff 
who speak a range of community languages including Roma, Slovak, Polish, Arabic, Somali, Urdu.  

Reading Morning
Parents can come into school to read with their child every Wednesday from 8.30—9am.

Stay and Play sessions
Hands on sessions are held for parents in Early Years Foundation Stage every half term focused on a theme.  Parents 
can find out more about how children learn in school and how they can support learning at home.

Family and Adult Learning 
A range of drop in activities and short courses take place throughout the year coordinated by our Parent Partnership 
Champion.  They include activities like ESOL, crafts and cooking.  

Special Events
A range of special events are held throughout the year including a Summer Fayre, Stories at Bedtime and Christmas 
singing.



Home & Blended Learning
Reading books
Each class has a selection of take home reading books. 

Big Maths Learn its & Spelling 
Sent home for children to  practise.  

Class emails (online)
Regular communication 

Purple Mash (online)
Home learning activities set each week

Times Tables Rock Stars (online)
Times Tables Rock Stars is a sequenced programme of daily 
times tables practice. 

Vimeo lessons (online)
Recorded viewable lessons on the school website using a mobile 
first design.

Parent consultations
These are held twice a year in October and March.  They 
are to share information about how children have 
settled in, attendance, progress and attainment 
information, ideas for helping at home and to discuss 
any barriers to learning and how they can be overcome.

Record of achievement and statutory attainment 
Record of achievements are sent home in the summer 
term for every child.  Parents can meet with their child’s 
class teacher to discuss the report.  The report includes 
statutory attainment information YR, Y1, Y2, and Y6.

Statutory Assessment Tests
Sessions for parents about the Phonics Screen and Y2 
and Y6 SATs tests are held in class with home language 
support where possible.



Subject Specific Information
English
Our approach has been intentionally 
planned with an experienced English        
Consultant who has a proven track 
record of school improvement and a 
thorough understanding of supporting 
children who are learning English as an 
Additional Language.  
We have a be-spoke reading pathway 
which sets out how we teach children 
phonics, fluency, comprehension and 
promote a love of reading.  We have a 
be-spoke reception writing teaching 
sequence and a writing teaching which 
we use to develop language skills and 
teach children how to write for different 
purposes and audiences.

Maths
Children who are accessing the National 
Curriculum follow a clear mastery of 
maths teaching sequence, which 
promotes fluency, reasoning and 
problem solving. 
Lessons include key elements of a 
mastery approach; fluency, variation, 
mathematical thinking, representation 
and structure.  
NCETM, White Rose and Power Maths 
resources are all used to support 
learning and teaching.  



Subject Specific Information
Science — cross curricular
To match our unique context, we have 
designed a bespoke curriculum based 
on the National Curriculum.  Children 
learn key subject knowledge and skills 
through science lessons.   
Key knowledge is set out in a knowledge 
organiser for each topic.  
Progress in terms of knowing, 
remembering and doing more is 
celebrated in floor books or science 
books (Y3 onwards).  

History, Geography, Art and Design, Design and 
Technology—cross curricular
To match our unique context, we have designed a 
bespoke curriculum based on the National 
Curriculum.  Children learn key subject knowledge 
and skills through topic lessons.  
Key knowledge is set out in a knowledge organiser 
for each topic.  
Progress in terms of knowing, remembering and 
doing more is celebrated in floor books or topic 
books (Y3 onwards).   
Daily routines are also used as learning 
opportunities, for example use of the day, date, 
month, season and weather chart.  



Subject Specific Information
Physical Education—discrete
We use Rising Stars scheme to teach children 
essential skills.  We are also part of the 
Archers sports partnership.   Children have 
30 minutes of daily activity through active 
breaks and activities such as fit in fifteen and 
mindfulness.

PSHE & SRE—discrete
We have designed a be-spoke curriculum to 
help children develop the knowledge, skills 
and attributes to stay healthy, safe and 
prepare for life and work in modern Britain.
We also use the Oasis 9 habits to teach 
children personal, social and emotional skills.  
We also use the Sheffield RSE guidance to 
support the teaching of sex and relationships 
education (SRE).  

Computing—discrete 
We use the Purple Mash computing 
scheme.  Children also have 
opportunities to apply their learning in 
English, maths and topic sessions.

RE—discrete
We follow the Sheffield SACRE agreed 
syllabus. 

Music—discrete
We use the Charanga scheme to teach 
music.  

Languages—discrete
We teach Spanish in Key Stage 2 using i-
languages. This fits with the language 
taught at the local secondary school.
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