
History Year 2 – Toys then and now 
National Curriculum Objectives: Events beyond living memory 

•  
Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an 
awareness and understanding 
of the past 
 
     Knowledge –understanding  

Lesson 2 
     Skill –develop an awareness 
and understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge – to understand 

Lesson 3 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
 
       Knowledge – –to begin to know who 
Rosa Parks was  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – identify similarities and 
differences  

Lesson 5 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

Lesson 6 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

WALT: understand what 
toys are  
 
WILF: 
--say what toys are 
-know what toys in the past 
were like 
 
Lesson: children to think 
about what toys are and how 
we can find out about toys 
from the past 
 
Look at the toys then and 
now PPT to slide 6 and 
discuss the toys identifying 
toys now and then 
 
-print slide with old and new 
toys 
-children to cut and stick 
under then and now titles 
 
 
Recording: children to cut 
and stick under then and 
now titles 
 

WALT: understand and 
explain what toys in the past 
were like 
 
WILF: 
-describe toys from the past 
-begin to understand what toys 
were made of in the past and 
now 
 
 
Lesson: think of words to 
describe to toys -old or new 
 
 -look at slide 7 from the PPT 
-did the children get all the 
words? 
 
-look at the timeline of toys and 
discuss what the toys are and 
what they were made of 
 
 
Recording: stick pictures of 
the cars in books and write 
what each one was made of  

WALT: understand how toys in the 
past were played with 
 
WILF: 
--say what the toys are  
-begin to understand why only these types 
of toys were available 
 
Lesson: ask children to fetch in toys 
from grandparents if they have some 
 
-look at the toys and describe what 
can be seen 
 
-discuss why there were made like 
this and why there were only these 
available 
 
If no toys or limited available look at 
the PPT 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-
t-4878-toys-from-the-past-photo-
powerpoint 
 
 
Recording: discuss which toy they would 
play with and why – draw a picture 
 
 
 

WALT: to think about the similarities and 
differences between the toys 
 
WILF: 
-compare the toys 
-explain which ones are their favourite 
 
 
Lesson: children to bring their favourite toys in 
and explain why it is their favourite 
 
-look at video of toys through the ages and 
compare to their toys 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDAPaEVr1H 
 
-which toys do the children prefer? 
 
 
 
Recording: draw their toy and write 
what it is made of  
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books,  
Key Vocabulary: old, new,  



 
 



Year 2 : Toys then and now

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, 
people and places

1767
The first jigsaw puzzle 
was made by Jhon 
Spilsbury – he cut a map 
to teach geography.
1902/1903
The first teddy bear was 
made in America in 1902 
and in Germany in 1903.
19th Century
Wealthier children played 
with dolls houses, 
skipping ropes, marbles, 
toy soldiers and trains.
20th Century
Plasticine was invented 
by William Harbutt.
1950s
Lego, Mr Potato Head, 
skateboards, Barbie Dolls 
and Action Man went on 
sale
End of 20th Century
Computer games became 
popular and still are.

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – Events beyond living memory – toys then and now

Interesting facts  - early civilisations – Ancient Egyptians, Greeks and Romans made
toys for children to play with – they have just changed and adapted over time.



Glossary/Key Events

Toys Anything played with from simple piece of wood to a console
materials Substance's things are made from

Collectables A variety of items collected as a hobby or for display

How long have toys existed? Toys have existed for thousands of years. They were made from materials 
available at the time. Even stones and string have used to make toys.

In the Victorian age what 
were toys made of?

Toys were made of wood, metal and paper.

What toys did Victorian 
children play with?

Rich Victorian children played with toys like clockwork trains, rocking horses, tea 
sets and dolls. Poor children played with peg dolls, wooden boats and stuffed rags 
which they made animals and dolls with.

What are modern toys made 
of?

Most modern toys are made of plastic because it is usually easier and safer to 
make things with.

How are modern toys 
different?

Many modern toys use electricity to work.  Computers and consoles were invented 
in the 20th Century.

Key items 
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