
History Year 5 – Ancient Egypt 
National Curriculum Objectives: achievements of early civilisations -where and when they first appeared 
 

•  

Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing 
of time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge –to begin to 
understand how a different 
civilisation works 

Lesson 2 
     Skill –make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – know why places were 
important  

Lesson 3 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
       Knowledge – know why places were 
important  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past  
 
     Knowledge – to know that the the 
past can leave its mark 

Lesson 5 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

Lesson 6 
     Skill –  
 
     Knowledge –  

WALT: to understand Egyptians 
are from the past 
 
WILF: 
-be able to name some features 
of Ancient Egypt 
-begin to recall parts of the 
video 
 
 
Lesson: children to watch video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/cl
ass-clips-video/history-ks2-
introducing-ancient-
egypt/z6jrkmn 
 
-discuss what has been learnt 
and what is the same or 
different to nowadays 
 
Recording: together write the 
main points picked up from the 
video 
 
 

WALT: to know why the River Nile 
was so important 
 
WILF: 
-to start to recognise why the River 
Nile was important 
-make comparisons between how and 
where we get our resources and how 
Egyptians did 
 
Lesson: watch the video on the river 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a
EK6PT7K8OM 
 
-discuss features of the Nile and 
discuss do we use our rivers like this? 
 
-what was it used for and why did the 
Egyptians have to use the river in 
this way? 
 
Recording: brainstorm the River 
Nile writing what has been learnt 
about it around it 

WALT: to understand the significance 
of the pharaohs and pyramids 
 
WILF: 
--understand how pyramids were built 
-understand why they were important 
to Egyptians 
 
Lesson: go through the video on the 
pyramids 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/history-ks2-
pyramids/z2qgydm 
 
-discuss the importance of the 
pyramids to Eygyptians 
-can children remember what the 
mummification process involved? 
-what went into the pyramid and why? 
 
Recording: fill in the process of 
mummification sheet 
 
 

WALT: to begin to understand 
about the life and death of 
Tutankhamun 
 
WILF: 
-understand how we find out 
about the past 
-know what the things buried 
with him tell us about his life 
 
Lesson: watch the Tutankhamun 
video 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/cla
ss-clips-video/history-ks2-king-
tutankhamun/z824bqt 
-make notes on who discovered 
his tomb and what was so special 
about him 
-what have children learnt about 
the rituals and beliefs of the 
Egyptian people 
Recording: in pairs use Ipads 
to find more information on 
Tutankhamun and make notes 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

WALT:  
 
WILF: 
- 
- 
- 
 
Lesson 
 
Recording: 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books, fact files 
Key Vocabulary: pyramids, River Nile, pharaohs, mummification 
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Year 5 : Ancient Egypt

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, people 
and places

7500BCE
First settlers in the Nile Valley
3500
First use of hieroglyphic 
symbols
3100BCE
Narmer unites regions of 
Upper and Lower Egypt
2650BCE
First step pyramid built
2550BCE
Pyramids at Giza built
2335BCE
Pyramid texts written (magical 
spells to protect Pharaohs)
1472BCE
Hatshepsut becomes caretaker 
ruler
1336BCE
Tutankhamen becomes ruler
332BCE
Alexander the Great conquers 
Egypt
1279BCE
Ramses II becomes Pharaoh
1922
Carter discovers 
Tutankhamen’s tomb

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – achievements of earliest civilisations – where and when they 
first appeared

Interesting fact  - Tutankhamen’s tomb contained over 3000 treasures.



Glossary/Key Events
Afterlife The place Egyptians believed they would go after they died.
Akhet The season of the year when the river Nile flooded. A very important time of the 

year in the desert.

Canopic Jars Special jars that held the organs of a mummy including the lungs, intestines, liver 
and stomach.

Papyrus A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile.  It was used as an early version of 
paper.

Why was the river Nile 
important?

Every year it flooded, leaving behind a black silt that enriched the soil for 
growing crops. The river was also used to irrigate fields in other areas.

When was the river used for? It was used for water, fishing and trade. Mud from the river was used for bricks.

What were Hieroglyphs used 
for?

They were used for religious texts and inscriptions on statues and tombs. They 
were also used to count crops and animals so that the right taxes could be 
calculated.

Why was Tutankhamen known 
as a ‘boy king’

He was known as a ‘boy king’ because he became pharaoh at the age of 9 years.

Key people 
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