
History Year 6 – World War II 
National Curriculum Objectives: a significant turning point in British history - WWII 
 

•  

Prior Objectives:  
-changes in history 
-awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time 

Lesson 1 
     Skill – develop an awareness 
and understanding of the past 
 
     Knowledge –to begin to 
understand a time in the past 

Lesson 2 
     Skill –make comparisons 
 
     Knowledge – know things were 
different in the past  

Lesson 3 
     Skill – develop an awareness and 
understanding of the past 
 
       Knowledge – to explan  

Lesson 4 
     Skill – develop an awareness  
 
     Knowledge – to know that the 
impact from the past is in the 
present 

Lesson 5 
     Skill – understand 
 
     Knowledge – know why 
things happened the way 
they did 

Lesson 6 
     Skill – understand 
 
     Knowledge – know 
why things happened  

WALT: get a basic 
understanding of how World 
War II started 
 
WILF: 
-be able to identify some 
main points of how the war 
started 
-understand who the key 
players were 
 
 
Lesson: watch the video on 
how Britain declared war on 
Germany 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach
/class-clips-video/history-
ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw 
 
-as a class discuss whether 
after WWI it was right to 
punish Germany the way it 
was punished 
-go through the PPT which 
looks into who Hitler was and 
how the war was announced 
in England 
 
Children to discuss what 
they think were the main 

WALT: to begin to what life was 
like during the war 
 
WILF: 
-to understand life changed 
during the war  
-what did people do to help 
during the war? 
 
 
Lesson: go through the PPT from 
slide 1-11 and discuss the 
different roles 
 
-in groups using Ipads children 
research what else they can find 
out about the various roles 
which had been necessary to 
fulfil 
-do children think roles changed 
because of what happened in the 
war? 
 
Recording: chose a role and in 
pairs or a small group produce 
a poster explaining the role 
and why it was so important 

WALT: understand what 
propaganda was 
 
WILF: 
--say what propaganda is 
-describe how it was used during 
the war 
 
Lesson: go through the home 
front PPT from slide 12 to the 
end 
 
-look at each slide and discuss 
what is understood about the 
explanation on propaganda – why 
was it done?  
 
-analyse a propaganda poster 
 
Recording: in pairs produce 
their own propaganda poster – 
chose something to do with the 
war and produce the poster – 
share result 
 
 

WALT: to know what the Blitz 
was  
 
WILF: 
-be able to use Ipads to 
research  
-to show understanding of how 
the Blitz was carried out 
 
Lesson: go through the video 
discussing the information  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/
class-clips-video/history-ks2-
the-
blitz/zm22jhv#:~:text=Narrato
r%3A%20In%20the%20Second
%20World,targeting%20key%2
0cities%20across%20Brit- 
 
-look at the model of the 
Spitfire and discuss what it 
looks like 
-as a class discuss what 
happened during the Blitz 
-who did it involve and what 
happened? 
 
Recording: in pairs use Ipads 
put together a fact file about 
the Blitz 
 

WALT:  know why air raid 
shelters were used 
 
WILF: 
-understand what an Air 
raid shelter was 
-why was it so important 
-understand how gas 
masks used 
 
Lesson: as a class discuss 
what protection could 
have been taken during an 
air raid 
-what will people have 
done  
-where will they have 
hidden 
-look at the gas mask and 
discuss how and why it 
was used 
 
go through the air raid 
PPT and discuss why the 
shelters were useful 
 
Recording: chose a 
shelter and research it 
putting together an 
information sheet about 
it to share with the 
class 

WALT: understand 
why children had to 
be evacuated 
 
WILF: 
-understand what an 
evacuee is  
-know why children 
had to be evacuated 
- 
 
Lesson: watch the 
videos on evacuation 
https://www.bbc.co.u
k/teach/school-
radio/history-ks2-
world-war-2-clips-
news-report-on-
evacuation/z74q8xs 
 
-discuss how the 
children will have felt 
leaving loved ones 
- why did they have 
to go – discuss 
 
https://www.bbc.co.u
k/teach/school-
radio/history-ks2-
world-war-2-clips-
interviews-with-
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reasons for the start of the 
war 
 
Recording: put together a 
timeline for the main 
events during WWII – use 
Ipads to help 
 

 evacuated-
children/zdcjkmn 
 
Recording: use the 
letter frame to 
write a letter from 
the point of view of 
an evacuee. 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in books, fact files 
Key Vocabulary: war, blitz, gas masks, conflict, Anderson shelter, troops, frontline, air raid, army, navy 
 

 



Year 6 : World War II

Powerful knowledge

Significant dates, 
people and places

1st-3rd September 1939

1st September Germany invaded 
Poland. Chamberlain declared 
war on 3rd September
1933-1945
The Holocaust involved the 
murder of over 6million Jews 
and millions of others in 
concentration camps.
26th May-4th June 1940 
Dunkirk
British, French and Belgian 
troops were surrounded by 
Germain soldiers -800 British 
boats rescued most of them 
although a lot of men died.
10th July-31st October 1940 –
Battle of Britain
The RAF successfully defended 
Britain from attacks by Nazi 
Luftwaffe planes.
6th June 1944
Known as D-Day landings 
these were a series of landing 
operations by the Allies to 
claim back Europe.
7th May 1945
Germany officially 
surrendered to the Allies bring 
an end to fighting in Europe.

What should I already know?
-History refers to the passing of time
-Common words related to the passing of time
-How to ask and answer question

History –learning about 
past events people and 
decisions

N/C – a significant turning point in British history WWII

Interesting facts  - During World War II there were two British Prime Ministers –
Neville Chamberlain 1937-1940 and Winston Churchill 1940-1945



Glossary/Key Events
Air-raid An attack by enemy planes dropping bombs
Anderson Shelter A small shelter made from corrugated steel to protect people in air raids.

Blackout A wartime ban on streetlights and other lights at night to reduce risk of bombing 
by enemy planes.

Blitz A prolonged period of German air raids on Britain.

How did World War II start 
and how long did it last?

It lasted from 1939-1945 and it started when German troops invaded Poland.

When did the UK declare war 
on Germany?

War was declared on the 3rd September 1939.

What was the first ever battle 
to be fought in the air?

The Battle of Britain was the first ever battle to be fought only in the air.

Which sides were fighting 
each other?

The Axis power and the Allied power were the two sides fighting each other.

Key people 


	LCP History Y6 World War II
	Y6 KO Autumn 1 World War II
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2


