
Parliament Week  
Parliament week aim: To cultivate aspirations, to inspire interest in parliament, politics and democracy and encourage young people and the 
public to engage with the UK's democratic system and institutions. 

Week Structure (With English / Literacy Links)  

Using the English teaching cycle, parliament week will take over topic and literacy lessons. Each year group will be able to create a short piece 
of writing on the chosen topic and text type.   
 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Literacy 
links 

Picture with 
initial sounds  
 
 

Guided Write 
Sentence and label 
pictures 
 
Parliament is a 
__________ 

Fact file: 
 
Add one fact a day 

Fact file: 
 
 

Description: 
 
Fact file: 
 
 

Formal letter Persuasive writing 

Seal Skill Questioning  
Observing 
Notice 
 
 

Questioning   
Name 
Describe 
 

Questioning  
Name 
Describe 
Describe 
Explore 
Find Out 
Notice 

Identify  
Name 
Describe 
Explore 
Find Out 
Notice 
Investigate 
  

Identify  
Name 
Observe 
Explore 
Find Out 
Notice 
Interpret 
 

Explore 
Find Out 
Notice 
Explore 
Give reasons  
Explain 

Explore 
Find Out 
Notice 
Interpret 
Know 
Decide 
Give reasons  
Demonstrate  
Explain 

Activities 
Ideas 

Sow the seeds of 
democracy 
 
Plant seeds with 
your class, use 
this as a way to 

Read “our school trip 
to the Houses of 
Parliament” 
 
 
Learn what, where 
the parliament is. 

Children to listen to 
the story of “How did 
Parliament begin?” 
 
Take a 360* Tour of 
the House of 
Commons and House 

Children to learn 
what a government 
is and how it is 
formed (general 
elections). 
 

Children to learn 
about laws and what 
they are for. Explain 
MPs debate and vote 
on ideas for new 
laws.  
 

Children learn 
about the job of an 
MP. MPs work in 
the constituency, in 
the chambers and 
in select 
committees. 

Hold a debate on a 
chosen topic then 
 
Write a petition and 
collect signatures. 
Petitions to UK 
parliament are a way 



learn about how 
change happens.  

 
 

of Lords with your 
children. Challenge 
them to add more 
information to their 
fact files.  
 
https://www.parliame
nt.uk/visiting/virtualto
ur/ 
 

Children explore 
what the Prime 
Minister’s, or other 
Minister’ jobs 
involve, where they 
work and live.  

Children to explore a 
range of laws that 
have been 
introduced recently 
and how they affect 
people’s lives: 
 
Smoking ban 
Sugar tax 
Plastic bags charge 
Film and video 
games certification 
Food labelling 
 

 
Introduce the local 
MP (the 
constituency is 
called Brightside & 
Hillsborough)  – 
gather more 
information.  
 
Children to use a 
template and tips 
provided to write a 
formal letter to 
their MP. 

to raise awareness 
and campaign for 
change.  
Ideas: 
 
Children should get 
more school holidays 
 
All 10-year olds 
should have a mobile 
phone 
 
Junk food for 
children should be 
banned. 
 
School uniforms 
should be banned. 
 
Children should be 
allowed to vote in 
elections 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/visiting/virtualtour/
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