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Subject  Previous 

Learning 
What do pupils 
already need 
to know or be 
able to do? 
(knowledge 
and skills) 

National curriculum 
objective(s) 

Potential 
misconceptions  

Subsequent 
learning  
 

Art  Experience  
different paint 
types- eg. 
Poster, powder 
and water 
colour.  

To develop a wide range of 
art and design techniques in 
using line, shape, form and 
space.  

To learn about the work of a 
range of artists, describing 
the differences and 
similarities between different 

 
You cannot 
draw with paint 
only a pencil. 
. 

 
The accurate 
proportions of 
the human face. 

Hook / cultural capital experience  Planned outcome  
What are the children working towards? 

Look at the life and work of Picasso Outcome - Observe carefully to PAINT a self-
portrait in style of Picasso 



practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own 
work. 

 Key skill: pencil/brushwork 
and shape. 

 
Links with other curriculum areas  
Reading  
 
 
 
 
 



 Key 
knowledge 
or skill 

 
 
 

Teaching strategies & activities to break the learning down 
 

Lesson 1  
Skill: sketching and 
observing 
Knowledge: 
The face is made 
up of shapes that 
can be shown as 
lines on our 
drawing 

Lesson 2 
Skill: sketching 
Knowledge: 
The eyes are half 
way down the 
head.  

Lesson 3  
Skill: observation 
of a painting 
Knowledge: 
Know what 
Picasso’s paintings 
look like. 

Lesson 4 
Skill: sketching and 
observing 
Knowledge: 
How we can make a 
portrait drawing in the 
style of Picasso. 

Lesson 5 and 6 
Skill: observing, 
recreating.  
Knowledge: 
We can draw with a 
brush 

Art & 
Design 
 
 
 
 
 

WALT: Improve 
sketching and 
observation skills. 
WILF: 
-look for shapes 
within the face 
Look at textures 

WALT: Sketch a 
self portrait 
WILF 
Draw lines to 
represent the face 
- observe the 
details in the 
mirror 

WALT: recognise 
Picasso paintings 
WILF: 
Make observation 
and ask questions 
about a piece of 
art work 

WALT: draw in the 
stye of Picasso 
WILF: 
Draw a portrait in 
the style of Picasso’s 
‘Woman in a Blue 
Hat.’ 
 

WALT:  Paint in the 
style of Picasso 
WILF: 
Use different brush 
strokes to recreate their 
Picasso style drawing in 
paint. 

Give children a 
mirror and 
guide them 
through drawing 
a face by 
looking at the 
shape of their 
face and 
features. 
They use 
sketchbook to 
practice mark 
making skills to 
show shapes of 

Demonstrate how 
to sketch the 
proportions of 
the face e.g. 
draw shape of 
face, eyes come 
halfway down 
the head.   
 
Sketch out the 
shape of the 
face and add 
in details e.g. 

Share information 
about Picasso’s 
portraits. 
Look at some of 
the paintings and 
share words/ 
phrases to describe 
his style. Look at 
the style of 
‘Woman in a Blue 
Hat.’ 

Model how to draw 
while your eyes are 
closed or just 
looking in the 
mirror and not at 
your drawing.   
 
Comment on how 
the eyes, nose etc 
might not be in the 
correct place but 
how this will make 
a portrait in the 
style of the ‘Woman 
in a Blue Hat.’ 

Children to paint their 
own version of Picasso 
self-portrait using 
different brush strokes  
 
Lay the children’s work 
out around the room 
and ask the children to 
choose their favourite 
and say what they like 
about it.  Model use of 
words from the topic 
skills e.g. line, colour, 
draw, Picasso. 



 

the face and  
textures e.g. 
curly 
hair/straight 
hair, spiky hair, 
long hair. 
 
 

eye lashes, 
eyebrows etc 



Year 1: Art and Design – Picasso Self Portraits

Artists and Artisans – Pablo Picasso
Picasso could paint portraits that looked real when he was a young boy.  He had to think of new ways to paint 
because he was already very good at making paintings look like real life.  He painted in a style that showed a face 
or person from lots of different views all at once.  This meant some of his portraits looked a bit strange.  Some 
had 2 eyes shown on the side of a face or the nose too high up the face to look like real life.  He wanted to paint 
the face in a different way.

What should I already know?
Experience using different paint types
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using line, shape, form and space. 
To learn about the work of a range of artists, describing the differences and similarities 
between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
Key skill: pencil/brushwork and shape.

Techniques
Brush stroke – use 
different thickness of 
brush to make different 
marks.
Observe – look very 
carefully at something to 
learn about it and make a 
drawing of it.



Glossary

Portrait A piece of art work to show the human face.
Sketch A drawing of something

Picasso A very famous Spanish artist that made lots of art work in his lifetime.  He painted 
in different ways at different times in his life.  Some of his portraits had the eyes in 
strange places.  

Key people
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