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Subject  Previous Learning 

What do pupils already 
need to know or be 
able to do? (knowledge 
and skills) 

National curriculum objective(s) Potential 
misconceptions  

Subsequent learning  
 

Art  Use clay & other 
mouldable materials 
using coiling method to 
join 2 pieces of clay 
together. 

To develop their techniques, including their 
control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft 
and design.  

To create sketch books to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas  

To improve their mastery of art and design 
techniques, including sculpture  

To learn about great artists, in history.  

Key Skill - sketching and sculpt shapes using 
3d materials e.g. clay, or  Modroc. 

Art is just 
pictures and not 
3D. 

Create and combine 
shapes eg nets or 
using solid materials 
Sculpt using clay & 
other mouldable 
materials 

 

Hook / cultural capital experience  Planned outcome  
What are the children working towards? 

Visit the Hepworth Gallery Wakefield.  Outcome - - Study the work of Dame Barbara Hepworth and 
make a piece of CERAMICS in the style of her work. 



 
 

 Key 
knowledge 
or skill 

 
 
 

Teaching strategies & activities to break the learning down 
 

Lesson 1  
Skill: sketching and 
observing 
Knowledge: 
You can make lots 
of different types 
of line when you 
draw. 

Lesson 2  
Skill: observation 
of a sculpture 
Knowledge: 
Know what 
Hepworth’s 
sculptures look like. 

Lesson 3  
Skill: sketching and 
observing 
Knowledge: 
Hepworth made 
abstract sculptures 
using shapes as 
people. 

Lesson 4 
Skill: how to sculpt 
in modroc 
Knowledge: 
How we can make 
shapes in 3D using 
modroc 

Lesson 5 and 6 
Skill: completing a 
Modroc sculpture 
Knowledge: 
Add layers to your 
sculpture smoothing the 
plaster as you work. 

Art & 
Design 
 
 
 
 
 

WALT: Improve 
sketching and 
observation skills. 
WILF: 
Use a pencil to 
create lines of 
different thickness 
and shape in 
drawings.  

WALT: recognise 
Hepworth’s 
sculptures 
WILF: 
Make observation 
and ask questions 
about a piece of 
artwork 

WALT:  Make 
sketches of her 
sculpture Mother 
and Child 
WILF: 
Look at the shapes 
she made and how 
to show them as a 
drawing. 

WALT: make a small 
sculpture in modroc 
WILF: 
Use the Modroc 
carefully to shape it 
into a small 
sculpture. 

WALT:  complete a 
Modroc sculpture in the 
style of Hepworth 
WILF: 
An abstract sculpture of 
a mother and child in 
Modroc. 

Guide children 
through how to 
experiment making 
different types of 
line as mark 
making. 
 
They use 
sketchbook to 
practice different 
types of line e.g. 
thick, thin, wavy, 
zig zags, etc.  

Share information 
about Hepworth’s 
work 
 
Look at some of 
the work and 
share words/ 
phrases to describe 
her style.  
 
Look at the style 
of Dame Barbara 
Hepworth 
Mother and 
Child 1934 in the 
Tate. Talk about 

Recap -  Look at 
Barbara Hepworth 
Mother and 
Child 1934 in the 
Tate. Talk about 
abstract art with 
the children as 
being about shapes 
rather than life 
like. 
 
Ask them to sketch 
the sculpture and 
make designs of 
their own version 
of a mother and 

Model how take the 
bandage and cut 
into strips about 
20cm long.  Dip in 
and out of a cup of 
water quickly.  This 
makes the bandage 
easy to shape.   
Shape by squashing 
together.  Leave to 
dry between layers 
if creating complex 
shapes. Lay the 
bandage onto your 
shape and smooth 
the plaster to make 

Children complete their 
sculptures.  
 
Lay the children’s work 
out around the room 
and ask the children to 
choose their favourite 
and say what they like 
about it.  Model use of 
words from the topic 
skills e.g. abstract, 
Hepworth, Modroc, 
plaster, sculpture. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hepworth-mother-and-child-t06676
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hepworth-mother-and-child-t06676
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hepworth-mother-and-child-t06676
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hepworth-mother-and-child-t06676


 

abstract art with 
the children as 
being about shapes 
rather than life 
like. 

child to make in 
Modroc. 

it stick.  Don’t add 
too much water or 
leave in water as 
the plaster washes 
off.  Leave to dry. 
It can be painted 
when completely 
dry.   



Year 4: Art and Design – Hepworth Sculpting

Artists and Artisans – Barbara Hepworth was 
born in Wakefield, South Yorkshire in 1903 and 
made over 600 sculptures during her lifetime.  
She made her work by carving, chiselling and 
casting in stone, wood, plaster and metal. Some 
of her sculptures are very big and are shown 
outside. Her work is abstract which is using 
shapes rather than making something look like 
they do in life. 

What should I already know?
To develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including sculpture 
To learn about great artists, in history
Use clay & other mouldable materials using coiling method to join 2 pieces of clay together.
Key Skill -Key Skill - sketching and making shapes using 3d materials e.g. clay or Modroc.

Techniques

Using Modroc - take the 
bandage and cut into 
strips about 20cm long.  
Dip in and out of a cup of 
water quickly.  This makes 
the bandage easy to 
shape.  Lay the bandage  
onto your shape and 
smooth the plaster to 
make it stick.  Don’t add 
too much water or leave in 
water as the plaster 
washes off.  Leave to dry. It 
can be painted when 
completely dry.  Modroc 
can be laid over a chicken 
wire frame or shaped by 
squashing together.  Leave 
to dry between layers if 
creating complex shapes.



Glossary

Sculpture A 3d piece of art work made using clay, wood, plaster, metal, etc
Modroc Plaster bandage that you wet to shape and join together.

Abstract art Using shapes rather than making something look like real life

Wakefield A city in South Yorkshire, close to Sheffield and Barnsley. The Hepworth Galleryis
there with Hepworth's art shown and the Yorkshire Sculpture Park is close by too. 
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