
RE Y1– Autumn 1 Beliefs and Questions 
SACRE objectives:  
explore stories and celebrations of Christmas, finding out about what the stories told at the festivals mean e.g. through hearing and working with stories and enacting celebrations. 
 

Lesson 1 
 
 
 

enquires about how beliefs shape 
lives and behaviours. 

Lesson 2 
 
 
 

 enquires about how beliefs shape 
lives and behaviours. 

lesson 3 
 
 

  
enquires about how beliefs shape 
lives and behaviours. 

Lesson 4 
 
 
 

enquires about how beliefs shape 
lives and behaviours. 

Lesson 5 
 
 
 

enquires about how beliefs shape 
lives and behaviours. 
 

 WALT: explore the meaning of 
giving and receiving a gift 
WILF:  
Discuss when and why we receive 
gifts 
Tell how it makes us feel 
Write a special gift tag 
 
Lesson:  
Look at a selection of gifts that 
might be special to pupils. Why are 
they special?  
When do they receive gifts? Why 
are they special? How does it feel 
to receive and give a gift? 
  
Recording:  
Children to write a gift tag to 
attach to their special gift (draw). 
Gift tag to have a sentence “This 
gift is special to me because … 

 WALT: explore stories and 
celebrations of Christmas 
WILF:  
Listen to the story of Christmas 
Explore gifts give to baby Jesus 
Ask questions  
Make a scene using puppet 
characters made by children 
Lesson:  
Tell the children the Christmas 
story. Ask the children which 
gifts were given and by whom. 
Show gifts that baby might 
normally receive as well as the 
original ones in the story,  
Can children match who gave 
what to baby Jesus 
Wy were these gifts given to baby 
Jesus? 
Teach the symbolism 
 
Recording:  
Children to make puppets of the 
characters in the stables. Can 
they use twigs, cotton wool for the 
sheep, shiny gold paper for gold, 
blue fabric for Mary’s clothes.   

 WALT: explore stories and 
celebrations of Christmas 
WILF:  
Think of a gift to give to baby 
Jesus 
Explain your thinking 
 
Lesson:  
Show chn a baby card 
announcing baby Jesus’ arrival.  
Introduce a question: 
What would you give baby Jesus 
as a gift if he had been born in 
you’re your town not in 
Bethlehem?  
 
Recording:  
Children to draw a picture of a 
gift in a box template and scribe 
a gift tag and the reason (T can 
help write on a post it note if 
non-writer) 
 
e.g. id like to give baby Jesus a 
teddy as babies like to cuddle 
teddies  

 WALT: explore stories and 
celebrations of Christmas 
WILF:  
 
Lesson:  
Explore the concept of Jesus being 
a gift. 
 
Who is he a gift for and who 
from? 
 
Tell children God wanted Jesus 
to help people and show people 
how to be kind and nice to each 
other.  
 
Is this is good thing for the 
world? 
 
Recording 
 
Children make a feeling box – 
how did people feel about God’s 
gift?   

 WALT: find out when, why and who 
celebrates Christmas.  
WILF:  
Make a poster of how Christians 
celebrate Christmas and what matter 
to them the most 
 
Lesson:  
We know now why Christians 
celebrate Christmas but let’s 
investigate how?  
Teach children that Christmas Is 
celebrated on 25th December.  
Children to brainstorm ideas what 
Christians do to celebrate Christmas. 
 
Recording:  
 
Tell the children they are going to 
paint an image of Christmas focusing 
on the story. Show them a picture 
example from “How do Christians 
celebrate Christmas? What matter to 
them? 

  
 

 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in RE files, child voice 
Key Vocabulary:  Christmas, Jesus, gold, myrrh,  frankincense, Bible 
 
Key questions:  
Who celebrates what and why?  
What gift would I give to Jesus if he had been born in my town and not in Bethlehem? 
What can I learn from stories from religious traditions?  
Are symbols better than words at expressing religious beliefs? 
 

 



Year 1: Autumn 2: Celebrations & Festivals

Powerful knowledge
Christmas is a Christian festival. It 
is a celebration of Jesus’ birth. It is 
celebrated on 25th December each 
year. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus had 
many visitors in the stable. Amongst 
them, there were 3 Wise Men who 
brought special gifts for Jesus: gold, 
myrrh and frankincense 

Questions to ask:

What should I already know?
Religious Education

• religion refers to people’s faith
• describes different ways of worship
• enquires about how beliefs shape lives and behaviours.

SACRE objectives
Pupils explore stories and celebrations of Christmas, finding out about 
what the stories told at the festivals mean e.g. through hearing and 
working with stories and enacting celebrations.

Key religions Glossary

Who celebrates what 
and why? 

What gift would I give 
to Jesus if he had been 
born in my town and 
not in Bethlehem?

What can I learn from 
stories from religious 

traditions? 

Are symbols better than 
words at expressing 
religious beliefs? 
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