
RE Y4 - Autumn Christian beliefs about Jesus 
SACRE objectives:  

• respond thoughtfully to Christian beliefs about Jesus as God come down to earth, learning from stories of his life, teaching and example, connecting stories about Jesus to 
Christian beliefs 

• consider how the meanings of a parable of Jesus are expressed in poetry, video, stained glass and drama, weighing up the effectiveness of the different media 
Lesson 1 

 
enquires about how 
beliefs shape lives 
and behaviours. 

Lesson 2 
 
 

 enquires about 
how beliefs 
shape lives and 
behaviours. 

lesson 3 
 
 

  
enquires 
about how 
beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 4 
 
 

enquires about 
how beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 5 
 

 

enquires about how beliefs 
shape lives and behaviours. 
 

 WALT:  
respond thoughtfully to 
Christian beliefs about Jesus 
as God come down to earth 
 
WILF:  
Tell what Christian people 
believe Jesus’ role was as a 
“God on Earth” 
 
Lesson:  
Read George saves the World 
by lunchtime. 
Why did George need to save 
the world? What problems does 
the world face? How can they 
be solved? Can they be solved 
by superheroes?  
What props would you need to 
have the world? E.g. cape, 
magic wand, magic powers to 
be kind and loving? Why not? 
 
Explain to the children how 
Christians believe that God 
sent Jesus to save/ help the 
world and the look forward to 
Christmas as the time of his 
birth. Make sure Jesus is not 
seen as a superhero – 
emphasize that God wanted 
someone “save it” so Jesus 
came to show people what they 
could do to make the world 
better.  
 
Recording:  
 
What about the world needs 
“saving”?  
Children to consider things 
that Jesus came to help with? 
 

 WALT:  
respond thoughtfully to Christian 
beliefs about Jesus as God come 
down to earth 
 
WILF:  
Tell what Christian people believe 
Jesus’ role was as a “God on 
Earth” 
 
Lesson:  
Recap on the previous session. Does 
the world need to be saved? 
 
Look at the problems from the story 
book we read last time. 
 
Who has caused these problems? 
 
Tell the children the Nativity story, 
 
Children to consider – did Jesus 
have a wand/ cape/ magical 
powers? 
 
If not how is he going to save the 
world? What was god’s plan?  
Consider key question: What is the 
most significant part of the 
Nativity story for Christians today? 
 
 
Children listen to a story of ether  
Paralysed man 
Story of Zacchaeus  
 
Recording:  
 
What did Jesus teach through his 
actions? How can he be thought to 
be god that came down to Earth?   
 
 

 WALT: consider how the 
meanings of a parable of Jesus 
are expressed in poetry, video, 
stained glass and drama, 
weighing up the effectiveness of 
the different media 
 
WILF:  
Look at examples of art 
portraying Jesus 
Consider their effectiveness 
 
 
Lesson:  
Show children examples of a stained 
glass window, an example of a poem. 
Tell the chn that Nowadays, most 
people in this country are 
taught how to read, but 
learning to read was not nearly 
as common in the past. Art was 
a good way to tell people stories 
when lots of people couldn’t 
read. Stained glass windows 
were, and still are, put in 
churches to tell stories, show 
important beliefs and to inspire 
people. Sometimes the pictures 
in the windows are good to help 
people understand difficult 
ideas too. 

 
Recording:  
Look at the stained glass 
window example. See if you can 
finish off the sentence starters 
showing what you can tell from 
the picture. Can you work out 
which story from the bible it is 
telling? 

 

 WALT: consider how the 
meanings of a parable of Jesus 
are expressed in poetry, video, 
stained glass and drama, 
weighing up the effectiveness of 
the different media 

WILF:  
Look at examples of art 
portraying Jesus 
Consider their effectiveness 
 
 
Lesson:  
Repap n the previous learning 
and talk about various stories 
from the life of Jesus that show 
him as a gift from God, as a 
representation of God on Earth 
through his help, kindness etc 
 
Imagine a new church is being 
built in your town. It is going 
to be called the Church of 
Jesus. You have been put in 
charge of creating a stained 
glass window. Choose a story 
that is important to Christians 
from the life of Jesus to 
illustrate on the stained glass 
window template on the next 
page. Write an explanation of 
why your window should be 
chosen for the new church. 

 
 
Recording:  
Design a stained glass window 
and Write an explanation of 
why your window should be 
chosen for the new church. 

WALT: respond thoughtfully to Christian 
beliefs about Jesus as God come down to 
earth 
 
WILF:  
Understand how a Christingle represents 
Jesus as a gift/ God come down to Earth 
Design a modern version of a Christingle 
and explain your choices. 
 
Lesson:  
Explain to the class that a Christingle or 
'Christ Light' is a symbol of the 
Christian Faith 
The Christingle orange represents the world, 
the red ribbon around it is the 
blood of Christ, the fruits symbolise God’s 
creation and the candle represents 
Jesus, the Light of the World. 
 
Link the idea of Jesus being God’s gift or 
God come down to earth with the idea of 
light. Christians are people who choose to 
live their lives as Jesus did. They aim to 
make choices every day which bring light 
and hope and love into the world. They 
read their Bibles and pray to know Jesus 
and understand what God wants them to 
do. 
 
Recording:  
Children to design their own Christingle, 
different to a traditional version. Can they 
replace the orange, sweets etc for something 
else to symbolise Jesus as a gift, who 
teaches people kindness, love and how to be 
a good human being? 
 
Children to design their idea and explain 
their thinking.  
 
 

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in RE files, child voice 
Key Vocabulary:   parable, nativity, symbol, Christingle, significant, moral 
 
Key questions:  
What is the most significant part of the Nativity story for Christians today? 
What are the religious symbols of Christmas? 

 
 



Year 4: Autumn 2: Christian beliefs about Jesus

Powerful knowledge
Jesus is God’s
son and 
symbolises 
God’s gift to 
the World in 
order to save 
and help the 
world. 

A Christingle 

Questions to ask:

What should I already know?
Religious Education

• religion refers to people’s faith
• describes different ways of worship
• enquires about how beliefs shape lives and behaviours.

SACRE objectives:
• respond thoughtfully to Christian beliefs about Jesus as God come down to earth, learning 

from stories of his life, teaching and example, connecting stories about Jesus to Christian 
beliefs

• consider how the meanings of a parable of Jesus are expressed in poetry, video, stained 
glass and drama, weighing up the effectiveness of the different media

Key religions Glossary

What is the 
most 

significant part 
of the Nativity 

story for 
Christians 
today?

What are the 
religious 
symbols of 
Christmas?
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