
RE Y5 - Autumn 1: Beliefs and Questions 
SACRE objectives:  

• learn about devotion and commitment in Christianity.   
• consider why Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth: what is the meaning of Christmas?  
• compare the texts in the Christian gospels that tell the stories of shepherds and wise men at Jesus’ birth, exploring how they are remembered and celebrated in a range of 

Christmas festivities 
Lesson 1 

 
 
enquires 
about how 
beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 2 
 
 

 enquires 
about how 
beliefs 
shape lives 
and 
behaviours. 

lesson 3 
 
 

  
enquires about how 
beliefs shape lives 
and behaviours. 

Lesson 
4 
 
 

enquires about 
how beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 5 
 

 

enquires about how beliefs 
shape lives and behaviours. 
 

          

WALT: learn about 
devotion and 
commitment in 
Christianity.   
 
WILF:  
Define devotion 
Discuss ways of showing 
devotion in Christianity 
 
Lesson:  
Write down words 
Devotion and 
commitment 
Discuss their meaning? 
 
Commitment: being 
dedicated to a cause, 
activity, etc. 
 
Devotion: is a 
commitment to a 
religion 
 
How can we show 
devotion in Christianity? 
Brainstorm 
 
Recording:  
 
Look at the devotion & 
worship diagram. Can 
you identify and 
discuss ways Christians 
show their devotion 
 

WALT:  
evaluate different accounts of the 
Christmas story and understand that 
stories can be true in different ways  
 
WILF:  
Analyse news reports 
Notice differences in accounts 
Discuss reasons 
 
Lesson:  
Teacher to show the children a news 
clip showing an event that has 
happened. Children to watch with no 
sound and then on whiteboards have 
two minutes to write their eye-witness 
account. Teacher to ask for some of 
the accounts to be read out. Are the 
accounts the same? Why not? 
Children to watch the news clip 
again this time with sound. Qu: 
What happened? Does the version of 
events match your eye witness 
account? What’s different and why? 
What’s the same? So which of our 
accounts is true? What does true 
mean?  
Discuss how eye-witness accounts are 
subjective and even though we have 
all witnessed the same event, we 
each see things through our own 
lens.  
 
Recording:  
In groups children to have different 
newspaper articles and internet 
reports about the same events to see 
how they are the same/different 
 

WALT:  
evaluate different accounts of the 
Christmas story and understand that 
stories can be true in different ways  
 
WILF:  
Read the gospels 
Make a story map 
Compare  
 
Lesson:  
What do you know about the Christmas 
story? Brainstorm  
show the children a selection of artwork, 
Christmas cards and advent calendars 
which show the nativity scene (with 
everyone present, inc wise men, shepherds, 
etc.). Internet search for “nativity scenes 
in art” for ideas.  
Qu: Who is present at the birth of Christ? 
Why are they all there at the same time?  
Qu: Is this Christmas story true?  
Explain that we are going to investigate 
different accounts of the Christmas story 
in the Bible according to different people.  
Luke Ch 1: 26-38 and Ch 2: 1-20  
Matthew Ch 1: 18 - Ch 2: 12  
 
Recording:  
Class split in half and one half to have 
a copy of Luke’s account to read and the 
other half to have Matthew’s account. 
Children to read their account and then 
make a story map of the events that are 
told.  
.  
Children to then pair up with someone 
with a different version  
And note down the similarities and 
differences between the two accounts 

WALT:  
evaluate different accounts 
of the Christmas story and 
understand that stories 
can be true in different 
ways  
 
 
WILF:  
Come up with a modern 
version of the Christmas 
story 
Notice similarities in 
teachings/values to the 
original stories 
 
Lesson:  
Remind children of the 
gospels they read – were 
they different? What was 
the main important part of 
them? 
 
 
 
PPT: What can different 
presentations of the 
Christmas story tell us?  
 
Recording:  
If Jesus was born in my 
town today.. 
 
The aim is to concentrate 
of Jesus’ teachings and 
values and not the 
background of the story.  

WALT:  
consider why Christians celebrate Jesus’ 
birth: what is the meaning of Christmas 
 
WILF:  
Understand what “incarnation” is 
Discuss the true meaning of Christmas 
 
Lesson:  
 
Remind the children about the accounts of 
the Christmas story they read and made. If 
we are questioning who was actually present 
during the Christmas story and when they 
were there, what else might be true/not 
true?  
Was Jesus really born on the 25th 
December?  
Is the Christmas story true?  
If we are questioning the details of the 
Christmas story, can it be true in a 
different way?  
Can stories and events have meaning i.e. 
can we learn from them even if they didn’t 
happen exactly as recorded?  
 
Teach that Christians believe Jesus is the 
Incarnation of God on Earth.  

 
Christians believe that Jesus was God in a 
human form and that God sent Him to be 
born as Jesus so that He could show people 
how to lead good lives and teach about 
forgiveness. Christians should follow Jesus’ 
example and forgive others that’s why the 
important part is the birth not how it 
happened.  
 
Recording:  
Is the Christmas story true? Does it matter 
too Christians?  

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in RE files, child voice 
Key Vocabulary: commitment, devotion, gospel, accounts, incarnation, New Testament 
 

 



Year 5: Autumn 2: Religion & the individual

Powerful knowledge
The New Testament consists of 27 books.

Within these there are 4 gospels which are 
narratives of the life and work of Jesus Christ. 

• The gospel of Matthew
• The Gospel of Mark
• The Gospel of Luke
• The Gospel of John 

Incarnation  

“Jesus is the image of the 
invisible God”

(Colossians 1:15)

Questions to ask:

Is the Christmas 
story true? 

Who is present at 
the birth of 

Jesus? Why are 
they all there at 
the same time?

What evidence is 
there ?

What should I already know?
Religious Education

• religion refers to people’s faith
• describes different ways of worship
• enquires about how beliefs shape lives and behaviours.

SACRE objectives
• learn about devotion and commitment in Christianity.  
• consider why Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth: what is the meaning of Christmas? 
• compare the texts in the Christian gospels that tell the stories of shepherds and 

wise men at Jesus’ birth, exploring how they are remembered and celebrated in a 
range of Christmas festivities

Key religions Glossary
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