
RE - Autumn 2: Teachings, Wisdom & Authority 
SACRE objectives:  

• respond thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that arise from the Bible 
• Express thoughtful ideas about what is right and wrong in the light of their learning 
• consider, for example, the Ten Commandments (Jewish) expressing thoughtful ideas about what is right and wrong in the light of their learning   

Lesson 1 
 

 
enquires about how 
beliefs shape lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 2 
 
 

 enquires 
about how 
beliefs 
shape lives 
and 
behaviours. 

lesson 3 
 
 

enquires 
about how 
beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 4 
 
 

enquires about 
how beliefs shape 
lives and 
behaviours. 

Lesson 5 
 

 

enquires about how beliefs 
shape lives and behaviours. 
 

      

WALT: respond thoughtfully to a 
range of sources of wisdom and to 
beliefs and teachings that arise 
from the Bible 
 
WILF:  
• describe two ways in which 

Christians use the Bible  
• give one reason why it is 

important in their lives 
 
Lesson:  
Show children a Bible. What is it 
and why Christians use it? Tell the 
children the Bible is an ancient 
text written around 2000 years 
ago. How is it still seen as a 
source of authority for Christians? 
Discuss: 
There is no single way Christians 
use the Bible. For some it is a 
Cultural Text with some valuable 
wisdom, for some it is a collection 
of books inspired by God that gives 
clear instructions how to live but 
some only hear it in church once a 
week, but it plays little direct role 
in the everyday lives. For some 
reading the Bible is an essential 
part of everyday lives.  
 
Recording:  
 
Talk with pupils about the following 
statement: 
 
“The Bible is out of date and 
useless for anyone in today’s world”  
Children to respond using sentence 
stems provided.  

WALT: respond thoughtfully 
to a range of sources of 
wisdom and to beliefs and 
teachings that arise from 
the Bible 
 
WILF: 
• read the story  
• consider characters 

emotions linked to their 
actions 

 
Lesson:  
Show children the Lion 
Graphic Bible version of 
the Lost son story.  
 
Tell the children the story 
is full of emotions and 
attitudes from the point of 
view of each character 
(e.g., father, youngest son, 
older brother: selfish, 
greedy, hopeful, trusting, 
foolish, resentful, 
despairing, Sd, forgiving, 
joyful, loving, foolish, 
courageous, jealous, 
humble, angry etc) 
 
Where is the turning point 
for each character? 
 
Recording:  
 
Children to label each part 
of the comic version of the 
story with the emotions 
associated with each 
character 

WALT: respond thoughtfully to a 
range of sources of wisdom and to 
beliefs and teachings that arise 
from the Bible 
 
WILF: 
• make a link between my own 

life and the importance of 
forgiveness in Jesus’ teaching 
about the lost son 

 
Lesson:  
Ask children what they think the 
message of the story is.  
Children should notice that the 
father represents God, the youngest 
son represents the people/ sinners 
and the older brother the people 
who already have a relationship 
with god. 
 
Christians believe that God is 
willing to forgive the worst sinners 
if they are truly sorry 
 
Talk to children: 
 
Should the father have accepted 
his son back? 
 
 
Recording:  
 
Ask the pupils to respond to the 
“agony aunt” letter. Children 
should respond 
1. as if written by a Christian 

using the message of 
forgiveness 

2. answer from their own 
viewpoint.  

WALT: consider the Ten 
Commandments (Jewish) expressing 
thoughtful ideas about what is right 
and wrong  
 
WILF: 
 
• look carefully at the 10 

commandments 
• consider how easy they are to keep 
• consider what world would be like 

without rules 
 
Lesson: 
 
Ask pupils what the world would be 
like without rules. Imagine road 
systems, sports or a classroom without 
rules. What about more general rules 
for living? Can they work in groups to 
come up with five or ten rules for life? 
Watch the clip. Ask pupils to write 
down as many of the commandments 
as they can remember. Compare with 
their own lists.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips
/ztd2hyc 
 
Recording: 
 
Divide them into more obvious, easy to 
keep rules such as 'don't commit 
murder' and others that are more 
difficult or don't seem quite as bad, 
e.g. 'don't want things someone else 
has got'.  
 
How does it help religious people to 
have rules given to them? 
 

WALT: consider the Ten 
Commandments (Jewish) expressing 
thoughtful ideas about what is right 
and wrong  
 
WILF: 
 
• examine last 5 commandments 
• write tour own set of live rules  
• compare with the Decalogue 

 
Lesson 
 
Read the Moses and the 10 
Commandments story.  
Tell the children that the Torah 
teaches Jews about the covenant God 
made with all Jewish people at 
Mount Sinai. God gave Moses a set 
of ten laws that they should follow 
in order to please him. God told 
Moses that if these rules were not 
followed, God would punish people 
who disobeyed them. Today these 
laws are known as the Ten 
Commandments.  
 
Recording:  
Explore a dilemma. Look at the story 
and the 10 commandments and 
decide which apply to this true story?  
What should the man do and why?  
What might you do if you were in a 
similar position? Why?  

Assessment: prior knowledge, work in RE files, child voice 
Key Vocabulary: wisdom, authority, Torah, 10 commandments, Decalogue 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/ztd2hyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/ztd2hyc


Year 6: Autumn 2: Teachings, Wisdom & Authority

Powerful knowledge
The Bible is a Christian holy book that  

records Jesus’ teachings and shows Christians 
how to live.

It contains the Decalogue (Ten Commandments) 
- God’s laws on how to behave

The Torah is a Jewish holy book  contains 
the Ten Commandments, along with other 

religious principles or rules.

10 Commandments:

Questions to ask:

What do sacred texts say 
about God, the world 
and human life?

How do these sacred 
texts influence people’s 
choices in life?

What should I already know?

Religious Education
• religion refers to people’s faith
• describes different ways of worship
• enquires about how beliefs shape lives and behaviours.

SACRE objectives:
• respond thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that arise 

from the Bible
• Express thoughtful ideas about what is right and wrong in the light of their learning
• consider, for example, the Ten Commandments (Jewish) expressing thoughtful ideas about what is 

right and wrong in the light of their learning (C3)

Key 
religions Glossary
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