
Test: 
Paper 1 40 minutes
Paper 2 40 minutes

This booklet will:

• Provide example questions you can ask 
when reading with your child 

• Recommend reading books 
• Show example reading test questions
• Suggest websites/books if you want to 

find out or do more with your child. 



Many of the questions in a SATs paper will require 
children to retrieve information from the text, 
which literally means picking out a relevant bit of 
information. Some questions involve children 
inferring information about a theme or 
characters based on what they have read. Some 
questions may involve deduction, where children 
have to draw their own conclusions using 
reasoning skills. Children may be asked to give 
their opinion on something (this will always need 
to be backed up by evidence from the text). 
Children may also be asked to comment on the 
effectiveness of the author’s language.



Example reading comprehension text, questions 
and answers
“Let’s get the dinner on shall we?” said 
Matthew’s mum.
“What are we having, Mum?” Matthew asked 
her.
“Cottage pie and peas,” she replied cheerily.
Matthew grinned from ear to ear. Mum smiled 
back at him.
“I tell you what,” she said, “why don’t you go and 
learn your spellings for twenty minutes before we 
have dinner?”
The smile on Matthew’s face disappeared.
“Do I have to?” he whined. Matthew thought 
practising spellings was a bit like watching paint 
dry.



Retrieval of information
Example question: What was Matthew’s mum 
making for dinner?
Answer: Cottage pie and peas.
Inference
Example question: How does Matthew feel about 
eating cottage pie and peas? How do you know?
Answer: He loves cottage pie and peas. We know 
this because he grins from ear to ear when his 
mum tells him that is what she is making for 
dinner.
Deduction
Example question: What do you think Matthew 
might do next? Explain why you think this.
Answer: There could be several answers to this, 
but the person marking the text would be looking 
for the child to have thought about what 
Matthew might do, based on what they have 
read. For example: I think Matthew will go and 
watch TV instead of doing his spellings because 
he doesn’t want to do his spellings.



Opinion
Example question: Do you think Matthew’s mum 
is a kind person? Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.
Answer: Yes, I think Matthew’s mum is a kind 
person because she is cooking his favourite 
meal. We also know she wants him to do well at 
school, which is why she asks him to practise his 
spellings.
Commenting on effectiveness of language
Example question: ‘Matthew thought practising 
spellings was a bit like watching paint dry.’ Why 
is this a good way to show how Matthew feels 
about his spellings?
Answer: The author is comparing spelling 
practice to watching paint dry to show how 
boring Matthew finds it.



Recall Questions (Literal – revising ideas 
that have already been covered) 

Where does the story take place? 

When did the story take place? 

What did she / he / it look like? 

Who was he / she / it? 

Where did she / he / it / live? 

Who are the characters in the book? 

Where in the book would you 

find______?



Simple Comprehension Questions 
(Checking understanding) 

What do you think is happening here? 

What happened in the story?

What might this mean? 

Through whose eyes is the story told? 

Which part of the story best describes the 

setting? 

What words and / or phrases do this? 

What part of the story do you like best?



Evidence Questions (Analytical – Building 
on existing knowledge) 

What makes you think that?
Which words give you that impression?
How do you feel about…?
Can you explain why…?
I wonder why the writer decided to…?
What do these words mean and why do
you think the author chose them?
Has the author used adjectives to make

this character funny?
Why did the author choose this setting?



Opinion Questions (Synthesis – taking an 
idea from one context and applying it to 

another)
What is your opinion on this book?
What evidence do you have to support
your view?
Using all of the evidence in the book, can
you tell me what you feel about…?
Given what you know about (the little
boy)…what do you think (he would have
done)?
Have you changed your mind about…
since reading this book?
What could this character think about…?













Phonics  games – select the free phonics play. Children need to 
know phase 1-6
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-comprehension-
worksheets/1

Choose different games to improve reading and spelling
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=42

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=43
A range of grammar games 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/adventure/index.htm

Different reading and writing activities and games  for children
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgkw2hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

If you are looking to buy revision guides, please make sure that 
they are in line with the new national curriculum 
Recommended books :
If you are looking for something more to do, the following books 
are very useful:

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-comprehension-worksheets/1
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=42
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=43
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/adventure/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgkw2hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

